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DISSERTATION. 
on 

PURE LOVE. 


VH an obſervation ground- 
ed, we bclieve, on expe- 
rience, that when any 

art or invention of foreigners is 
brought into England, it generally 
meets with improvement; we 


| therefore ſhall preſent the public 


Az N with 
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with a Hip, or extract of a plant 


ich produces the woſt charming 


% dligütful flowers in nature, 


thit was cheriſh'd in France by a 
zrtuces and pirus lady, and by 


tne tail of the cclebrated Arch- 
biſlnop of Cambray, brought to 
creat perfection: But to ſpeak 
plain, without a metaphor, we 


mean to give the Engliſh reader an 


(tract of that great man's diſſer- 


tation on PuRE LovE; which, as 


the author of his life in French 
ſays, Was always the favourite 


doctrine of that Prelate; the 
ſource of his diſgrace, and 


his glory; the key of his princi- 
« plcs; the very bent of his heart; 


and is the unfolding or diſcovery 


of his whole life. Io give there- 
« fore a juſt idea of his ſentiments 


5 concerning 


c 
£ 
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concerning that doct: ine, is to 


deſcribe him by his moſt dillin— 
guiſhable features.“ 


The fame author, ſpeaking 5 


Puxt Lovr, ſays, It inſpires us 


c 
4 


0 
c 


K* 
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with high and noble chonghts of 
God, and is the ſpring of all our 
fineſt ſentiments. By this pria— 


ciple a man no longer looks upon 
himſelf as an independent crea- 


ture made for himſelf, but cop- 
ſiders the univerſal lamp of man- 


kind as one great family, 6: 


which all nations are bat 15 
many branches, and all nun 
either. as fachers, brothers aa! 
children of one common kus at 
who would have us prefer the 
general good of his family to gur 


own particular intereſt. 
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that the loweſt and moſt common 
* virtues are made divine, and we 

* our ſelves lovely, polite and 
* Guintercited z not to pleaſe.men, 
* but to make them good; to aid 


© and aſuſt them; to bear with 


© their weaknefles; and, as much 


as in us lies, to live pexceably 


* with all men. 

If this be a juſt and true deſcrip- 
tion of the Archbiſhop of Cam- 
bray*s doctrine of Puxt Love, as we 
verily think it is, we hopeitwillnot be 
accounted unſeaſonable, conſidering 
the taſte of the age, and the very low 
2nd groveling ſentiments too com- 
monly broach'd in all ſorts of com- 


pany, to make the doctrine more 
public. And 'tis hop'd ſome, at 
leaſt, of the riſing generation, will 
be found to have Genius's ſuitable 


to | 
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to receive, and even improve, the 
noble ſentiments of that great and 
— man. 


HE Lord hath made all 
＋ * things for himſelf, as 
faith the ſcripture, and *tis for his 
glory that he wills our happineſs. 
Our happineſs is only a ſubordinate 
end, which is his glory. To con- 
form therefore to the great end of 
our creation, we muſt prefer God 
to ourſelves, and not deſire our 
own happineſs but for his glory ; 
otherwiſe we ſhall go contrary to 
his order. 
What makes men ſo very un- 
willing to underſtand this truth, is 
the love they have for themſelves, 
24 = and 
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and becauſe they will not love bur 


zor their ovn intereſt. They per- 


coive well enough, that they ought 
to love Goa above all his creatures; 


out they don't perceive what it is 
to love God more than themſelves, 


and to love themſelves only for 
God. But is it not aſtoniſſüng that 
mm a diſliculty in underſtand- 


pg a rule ſo plain, ſo juſt, and ſo : 


ciel to a creature? — 
God truly wills that we ſhould 


fir d our intereſt in being united to 


him; but then that motive ought 
not to be the chief: We ought to 


deſire the glory of God more than 


ours own intereſt or happineſs, and 


not even ſo much as deſire that 


but for his glory. 


Bur this indecd is the thing 
which man, lo in love with kim 


cf, 


on Pure Love. J 
felf, ſince his fall and tranſgreſtion, 
finds fo hard to underſtand. But, 
come, let us do juitice to ourſelves, 


and to God alſo. Did we make 


ourſclves ? Are we dependent on 


God, or ourſclves? Has he made 


us for our own ſakes, or for his: 
To whom are we bcholden for our 
being? Is it for our happineſs only, 


'* 
or Fa his glory that he made us? 
If it is for his glory, we ought 


then to conform to the great end 


of our creation: We ought to de- 
ſire his glory more than our OWN 


happineſs, and make our happineſ: 
ſubordinate to his glory. 
But that I may fully convince 


thoſe who go under the deno:ni- 


nation of Cheilliaus, of the ſuper- 
lative right God has over his crea- 


| tures, I ſhall endeavour to male 


A 5 e then 


10 I Difertatin 
them conſult the idea OF have of 


friendſhip. 
Among friends, every one would 


be lov'd purely for himſelf, with- 


out the motive of intereſt. Alas 
then ! If poor miſerable man, un- 
worthy of any love, cannot bear 
10 be lov'd on account of intereſt, 


how darcs he think that God can 


WW 


bear it? Pure friendſhip is a thing 
ſo zealous, nice and ſcrupulous, 
that the leaſt mixture of any thing 
elſe will offend it: It muſt have the 
whole heart without reſerve. He 


that truly loves, would be lov'd 
purely for his own ſake; and in 


the tranſport of his paſſion, would 


be preferred above all things, and 


alone; nay, then every thing in 
the world muſt give way to him; 


and he expects that one ſhould 


* 
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wholly forget one's ſelf, and be 
given up to him entirely. Such 
is the jealouſy of love in tranſport, 
and that jealouſy is nothing but 
the tyranny of /e love. 

A man need but look into, and 
ſound himſelf, and he wiil find 
this fund of idolatry; and he who 
docs not find it, docs not ſuſlici- 
ently know himſelf. Now this 
_ Jealouſy, which is ridiculous, and 
the moſt odious injuſtice i in us, is 
the higheſt juſtice in God. And 
tho' nothing is ſo common, and 
ſo ſhameful, as for men to be jea- 
lous; yet to God, who will not 
give his glory to another, and who 
calls himſelf a jealous Cod, his jea- 
louſy is effential to his perfection. 

Conſult then, thou that readeit 
this; conſult, I ſay, the corruption 

A 6. "of 
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of thy own heart, and let thy jea- 
louſy of friendihip give thee to un- 
derſtand the infinite delicacy of 
Diving Love. When thou findeſt 
this delicacy in thy own heart, for 
the friendſtip t! ou icꝗquireſt of thy 
friends, thou doſt not look upon 
it as a chimera or rchn'd notion, 


Et on the 1 wouldit be 


lLiotuy diſpleas'd with thy friçzds, 
Wlio had not the fame delicate 


frniſe of friendſhip. Why tnen 


muſt not Cod be allowed to hase 
it as Well? Way muſt not he e. 


pect, and require to be lov'd, 


e manner thou wouldſt have a « 
+iients love thee? Why wilt thou 
not belicve that his Geck can 
rm to himſelf ſuch worth: ppers, 
in ſcirit and in truth, as love him 


in the manner thou art not atham'd 


to 
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to be lov'd thyſelt? O judge and 
condemn thyſelt, and give glory to 
God. 
Igrant that prophane and wicked 
men, who have this idea of pure 
friendſhip, do not follow it; and 
that all their friendſnip without 
grace, is nothing but /e eve ſub- 


tilly diſguis'd and counterſcited; 


but ſuch au idea they certainly 


have of eps b Shall they 


then, When tes. ct is only a vile 
and corruptible . have this 
idea of pure friendſhip, and ſhall 
not w: be allow'd to have the fame, 
wien God is the object of our 
love? 


Ti:e very heathen lad this idea 


of fricnd{hip ; aud we need only 
read their writings, and wonder, 
that Chriſtians will not allow us to 


love 
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love God, by his grace, as the 
heathen thought they muſt love 
one another to merit the name of 
friends. 

Let us hear Cicero, one of 
thoſe heathens) To be impatient 
* ſays he, on account of what 
one ſuffers in friendſhip, is lov- 


ing one's ſelf, and not one's 


friends.“ He afterwards ſays, 
That friendſhip cannot ſubſiſt 


© but among the good and virtu- 


* ous.” That is to ſay, among 
thoſe who adhering ſtrictly to its 


principles, prefer what is right 
and juſt, to what the vulgar call 


profit and intereſt. * For other- 
wiſe, ſays he, intereſt being the 
motive and rule of friendſhip, the 


c 
_ © Jeſs virtuous, who have more 


Wants and cravings than others, : 
| would 


OS 


4 
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would be the fitteſt to unite in 
friendſhip, becauſe they are more 
eager in loving what is for their 


intereſt. We are therefore of 


opinion, ſays Cicero, that we 
ſhould ſeek friendſhip, not for 
the hope of the profit and ad- 
vantage to be drawn from it, 


but becauſe the profit and advan- 


tage is in itſelf. Self. intereſted 


men are deprived of this excel- 


lent and moſt natural friend- 
ſhip, which is to be ſought by 
and for itſelf only: They let 
not their own experience and 


examples iaſtruct them to how 
great height the power of 


friendſhip may be carry'd. 
Every one loves himſelf not to 
be recompenc'd for his love, 


; but 1 wy one by him- 


Lb * ſelf 
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ſelf is dear to himſelf. If this 
rule be not always included in 
friendſhip, one ſhall never find 
a true friend; for he only is 
one's true friend. Who is a ſe- 
cond ſelt.“ 
Cicero could not carry the 
diſintereſtcqneſs of friendſnhip to a 
greater height, than by requiring 
that our friend be dear to us of 
himſelf, without any other mo- 
tive, as we are dear to ourlſclves 
without any hopes which excite 
us to that love. Self-love in this 
ſenſe 1s, without doubt, the per- 
fect model of diſintereſted friend- 
ſhip. And Horace, though of 
Epicurean principles, has argu'd 
upon the ſame principle for the 
union of friends among themſelves; 
for . of the philoſophical 
converſation 
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converſation he had in the country, 
= ſays, * We enquired whether 
© men were happy by riches or by 

virtue? And whether ſelf. intereſt 
or perfection alone be the motive 
of friendſhip?” 

This ſo pure idea of friendſhip 
is not ſolcly to be found in Cicero's 
writings, for he drew it from the 
doctrine of Socratcs, as Plato ex- 
plain'd it. Theſe two great philo- 
ſophere, the latter of whom relates 
the diſcourſes of the former in his 
dialogue, ſays, that we ſhould fix 
our hearts upon the 74 Kex, that 
is ſovereign beauty and goodneſs, 
or ſovereign perfection, for love 
only of that which is beautiful, 
good, true and perfect in it{clt. 
Wherefore they frequently ſay, we 
| muſt ſet no value or eſteem upon 
-. at. 
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that which 1s made, To Vins ei, 
that is, any tranſient being, that 


we nay unite ourſclves to that 
which is; that is to ſay, the per- 


fe& and immutable being, which 


they call - He that is. Hence 
Cicero, who has only repeated 


their maxims, ſays, If we could 
but ſee with our own eyes the 
beauty of VixTUE, we ſhould be 


* raviſhed with the love of its 
c PERTECTION.“ 


And Plato, in his treatiſe call'd 


the Banquet, makes Socrates ſay, 
© That there is ſomething more 


divine in him that loves, than 
in him that is beloved.“ Here 


then is the utmoſt delicacy of the 
pureſt love. He who is belov'd, 


and would be ſo, is taken up with 


himſelf; but he that loveth, with - 


out 


— 
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out thinking of being lov'd, has in 
him what is moſt divine in love, 
namely, * tranſport, forgetfulneſs 
of ſelf, and diſintereſtedneſs.? 

Bravrv, ſays the ſame philoſo- 
pher, does not conſiſt in any par- 
ticular things,“ as animals, the 
earth, o. che heavens; but the 
ſovereign beauty is in and by 
himſelf, being always uniform 
with himſelf. All other things 


which are beautiful, partake ſo of 


the ſovereign beauty, that whether 
they are born or die, they ucither 
add to, nor take away from him, 
and he ſuffers no loſs by them. 
Whenſoever then a man raiſcs him- 
ſelf to real and true friendſhip, he 
begins to ſee the ſovereign beauty, 
and is got juſt to perfection. 
'Tis eaſy to perceive, that Pla- 
to 


20 A Diſſertation 


to ſpeaks of a love of the ſovereign 


beauty in himſelf, without regard 
to iatereſt. 'Tis this univerſal 

eauty which ravithes the foul, and 
makes it forget every particular 
beauty. And this philoſopher ſays, 


in the ſame dialogue, that Love 


deiſies a man; that it inſpires and 


tranſports him. There is no per- 


ſon fo bad, ſays he, but what love 


for virtue can make a God of, fo 


as that he mall become Eke unto 
the ſovereign beauty in nature; 
and as Homer ſays, that 2 God in- 


inred ſome heroes, this is What 


Lovs docs to lovers form'd by him- 


lelf. Thaſe only no love are 
willing to die for another. Then 


Plato citcs the example of Alceſta, 
who died that her huſband might 
live. That then which makes 


> 
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a God of a man, according to 
Plato, is by love to prefer another 
ſo far to one's ſelf, as to forget 
and ſxcrifice one's ſelf, and to be 
willing to be eſtcen'd as nothing. 
This love, in his opinion, 1s a di- 
vine inſpiration ; and 'tis the im- 
mutable beauty which raviſhes 
man but of himſelf, and makes 
him like itſelf by virtue. 

This was the idea of friendſhip 
among the heathen. Pythias and 
Damon, who liv'd under Dionyſus 
the tyrant, were willing to dic one 
for the other; at which the tyrant. 
was ſurpriz'd, and ſigh'd to ee 

two ſuch diſintereſted friends. 
And this idea of a perfect diſin- 
tereſtedneſs reign'd in the policy of 
the ancient legiſlators, Every 
man was to prefer the laws, and 

FROM his 
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his country, to himſclf, becauſe : 


Juſtice requir'd it, and alſo what is 
call'd beauty, goodneſs, juſtice and 


perfection. This order or law was 
to regulate every thing, but chiefly 


man's ſelf. He was not by obey- 


ing this law or order to count upon 


making himſelf happy, but on the 


_ contrary, for the love thereof, he 
was to devote himſelf to death 
and deſtruction, without hopes of 
remedy. Thus Socrates, in the 


book of Plato, call'd Crito, chuſes 


rather to die, than break priſon 
and eſcape, becauſe he would not 


diſobey the laws which had con- 


demn'd him to priſon. And in 


another book call'd Gorgias, So- 
crates deſcribes a man who accuſes 


hiniſclf, and is willing to die, ra- 
ther than by his ſilence to elude 
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che rigor of the laws, and the au- 


thority of the magiſtrates. 

All legiſlators and philoſophers 
that have reaſoned about laws, 
have taken it for a fundamental 
principle of ſociety and govern- 
ment, that the publick good is to 
be preferred to every man's ſelf, 
not through an expectation of ſome 
intereſt or advantage, but through 
a difintereſted love of order, which 
is beauty, juſtice, and virtue itſelf. 
It was for this conception and idea 
of order and juſtice a man was to 
dic ; that is, according to the no- 
tions of the heathen, a man was 
to be willing to loſe all that he had 
which was real, and be reduced to 
a mere ghoſt or ſhadow, and not 
even know for certain, whether 
that ghoſt or ſhadow was not 2 

En | fiction 
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ſiction of the poets. Shall then 


Clriſtians refuſe to do for God, in- 


| finitely perfect, whom they cer- 


tainly know, what thoſe heathens 


thought themſclves obliged to do, 


for an abſtract notion and idea of 


order, juſtice, and virtue? 


Plato often ſays, that the love 
of beauty is the /ummum bonum, or 
whole good of man: That man ot 


himſelf cannot be happy, and that 
what is moſt divine for him, is to 
deny and go out of himſelf for 
love: And truly, the pleaſure a 
perſon feels in the tranſport of his 
paſſion, is but an effect of the bent 
and longing of the ſoul to be freed 


from its ſtreight confinement, that 


it mi ght love the infinite beauty out 


of itſelf. When this tranſport ſet- 


tles upon any deccitful and tran- 


ſient 
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a Vain image G7 ee Gr the per- 
ſect gœod, ſuch as a creed ben 
which is no more bY in a ſha ow 
or the Supreme Being. But the 
love that prefers inſnite perfeclion 
ta itlelf, is, as Plato ys, a diving 
and infpircd motion. 

3:15 motion or impreſhon 35 g: 
ven man from his very orig. ils. 
pe fedtion is by love, fo to deny 
and go out of F himielf, that lie may 
convince ard perſuade others, as 
well as himfelf, at he loves thole 
to whom he is united in friendſhip, 
without any regard to himſelf. 
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rss i ken vp with itfeif, fo no- 
les m alcs ſo much as certain ge- 
narcis actions Which perſuade the 
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Gone food for the fake of good it- 
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that Ps Inciiby makes the 
end to waich we ourſelves ouzuc 
to relate, to relate to itſelf. 

But this thought or idea which 
ſo frights us, is the foundation of 
all friendſliip and juſtice. We can 
neither inake felt-love agree with 
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be quit of it; for 
at is in us is moſt divine. 


. i. — 7 N 2 4117 1 * „ a" 
oe C37 y that iuch a thought 
or ga isoly a vin imagination; 
hscaule Wnen nien intent ching, 
* hs D 4» 3 "Mgt 1 R k 

they invent tem when they wall, 

3 „ ves; | 3 

Frei te ea. themſeives; Where 
2 Tt irg is mere common, than 


fur à vicked man, and cven one 


i; - 


"Tat is erer Une un and intoxi- 


hy. 


cited wich FI, LO think in that 


mant, nocwithtapding 1:15 ſelf- 


18 ve. Aud 10 only tlic Common 


ea iner of fury: a tionght is 2 
profi at - virtue have man, 
but tis very. wen 1 that we 
NS 2d uch a thong t in us; 


e = 1 if Ar 
QT OU. 1 Lo ES: U 1841 Aae 


neut. For hat but a principle 
inknitel/ ſuperior to us e cli- 


15 


UN Fare Levee. 29 


ſo entirely above ourfelves? Wat 
is it that could have given a men 
ſick and intoxicated with &ltlove. 
even to admiration, fo ovlvatcan a 
thought as to chunt himfelf as no 
thing; to become a ſtranger to 
jümſelf, and to love hind no o- 
therwiſe than by pure FREY, as 
his neighbour ? * hat could tech 
him to \ bo jealous of himſelt, cven 
againſt himſelf, for another invi— 
ſible object that for ever ſ:ou'd el 
face on, and leave no trace a it? 
This idea alone makes a man vio, 
inſpires and ſilis Lim tn inthe 
I allows the heathen Who mac. 
niſicd difinterehed virtio f, 
wractiſed it but N 1 17 
it feli-iove among the hoathen, 
viinky boaſted __ with the ap 
pearances of Porn Igyiai Br 
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vutus and miendſhip: They car- 
ried it within them, and they 

eu) rever eflace nor obicure it: 
Ley cond noather to low nor gain- 
iay ot. Soll Coriſtiaas then gain- 
tay it: Wili not they, like the hea- 


then, be contented to admire, 


mougu they do not fell y it as 


they ourkt ? The very vs nity OL 
the heitien reſpecting this virtue, 


3 


ſucws how excellent it is. As for 


example; the praiſe which all an- 
tgaiiy has given to Alceſta would 
wave been 1idiculous and without 
undation, if it bad not, in th ir 


eſterm, been a beautiful and virtu— 


dus £107 for Alceſca to die for her 
I 8 


. 


In Pure Lov. 
husband. Withon: this fundamcu— 
tal p:inciple her adlion had been 
extravagant fury anti madnefs. Bat 
all heatiien antiquity has deci en 
otherwiſe; it fiys with Plato, 
« That there is nothing more 5 
vine than to forget one's elfe: 

& the beloved object. Alcclta i. 18 
the admiration of men, for being 
willing to die, and be no more 
than a vain ſhadow, that he whom 
ſhe loved might live. This for- 
getfulneſs of ſelf for ever; this en- 
tire ſacrifice of one's being; tits 
loſs of all one's felt for ever, i i: 
the eyes of hcathens what is mot 
divine in man; tis Fat jult 
carries him to ee Be- 
hold then the idea of virtce ud 
{riendihip, imprinted in the 
hearts of men who were never woe 
B 4 guazgted: 
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CMKatien dit man; und WEIE: ih 


in Kiflove, and alienatcd 
1812 L Hie (ot God. 
Ahecehehated an horn 157 t we 
tlie, lave ffrepgtheucd 2:48 ar gu. 
ments, and con kr n * the idea of 


Purz Love, by many texts of 


| ſcripture. He might have thewn, 
that the doctrine of PuRE Love 


was what Chriſt taught 50 en- 
joined Eis diſciples. He,“ fays 
C briſt, “ that loveth father or mo- 


„ ther more than me, is not wor- 


ce thy of me: And he that loveth 
« {on or daughter more than me, 
« is not worthy of me: And he 
<« thit taketh not his croſs, and 
is followeth aſter me, is not wor- 

* ay 


bi Nat, X, 3 7 39, 


en Pute Lede. 33 
« thy af 5 125 | "BT, a. 29 
Ly "YI Me. TSS 444 Ladet! 215 


„ ite hill loſe it: And he that 10. 
* eth lis life for my Lake, 15 2: 
« find it.“ Tis true, be pro: 1 
led life everlaſting to ſucn as took 
deny ther ie. oy and lay . 
their lives for his ſake and the go 
ſpel's: Bu: was it the prowile oc 
like ee erlan in 8 he LOVE Gr n- 
sus W: made then N Mining ti 
deny 3 melyes, 10 Pert , 
and :alt: er the mot cus and ing 
minious deaths? Was not tue love 
of Chriſt as ſtrong in them my - 
ceſta's for hier 1 Could 
3 lay, © It ve did bu 725 
1 bouts; of VizTUE; we aun 141 
= . raviſh:d with the love of ita 
«. FELFECTION;'© ian is nat 
Cunisr, the Son of Gul, tat 
 Virtet they ſpake of * 
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4 4 Difgertatior 


Docs not the great apoſtie of 


e Gentues fay, © * 15 am cruci- 
led with Chriſt, nevertheleſs I 

live, yet not I, but G lit liveth 
in me; and. * life I now hve 
in the fle in, I Fre by the faith 
of the don of 000 who loved me 
and g 1 net tor me 7” Is not 


= Pa. ' 0 Py. 
5 * ? 


1239.02): A1. hilation of 15 ERA P<IIIECL 


out of the book which: 


* 


death, a transformation of tlie 
wie man, 2.2 Pali: into the 
Deing and Lſſence of Chrin? 

Did not Moſcs dere of God, 
when the ciildren of Ifras? had 


Br =» IJ * 4 
t24MIINES a golden Cal: and 


Gi Anpptd it, either to f fore 


is name 
lie had 
written?“ And did not Paul 
= «. wilh- 


give their fin, or blot bi 
1. 
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X « Miſh limiif acc: 


„ Chrit for his Pre: 


& kiuſmen according to 


Behold then . 
roicncie, tic 
Lors! 
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GOD's OPERATION 


. 


A | nel 4 comfort it is, © 


my God! to think that 

cvery thing is the work of thy 
hand, even that which is within 
ine, as much as that without. 
Thou art always with me. When 
} do evil thou art with me, re- 
rivaching me for the evil I do, and 
| making 


0 


Of God's Operation, &c. 37 
making me regret the good I for- 
fake, and letting me ſee thy mer- 
ciful arms ſtretched out to receive 
me. When I do good, *tis thou 
inſpireſt me with the deſire of it, 
and doit it iu me. 

Thou art therefore (and I am 
raviſhed with the thought of it) o- 
perating without ceaiing in the 
midſt cf my heart. Tian workelt 
there inviſitly, juſt as a labourer 
works in the mines and bowels of 
the carth. 'Thou doſt every thing, 
and yet the bulk of men ſce thes ” 
not. They afcribe nothing to 
thee. - 1 my cit wandercd, and 
ſtrove in vain to ſind thee at a di- 
ſtance from myſelf. I tried by col- 
lecting togetlier in my mind all the 
wonderful works of nature, to 
frame an idea r thy grandeur. I 

ſought 


38 Of God's Operation 
fought thee among thy creature?, 
and did pot think of finding thee 
in my own wart, wh:re thou art 
never abet No, there: is 10; - 
need, O niy VA. : * o defend 
mM into the dcep, nor to go over 
„„ 1,” 25 ly the hol Scrip⸗ 
tures, I nor to af.eud into hea- 
„ ven,” to find Lice, tor tion alt 
nearer to us than c arc t our 
ſelves. | | $ 
O Lord! who art ſo creat, and 
yet ſo ſamiliar; fo high above the 
Hcaveas, and yet ſitti- g tiyf i: © 
to the loweſ of thy creatures; fo. 
infinite, and yet fo inti.mately in- 
cloied in my heart; fo ter zit ge, 
and yet ſo love ty ; le Alus, and 
yet ſo boy of acceſs ty hof V. 1 
treely 


Dcul, 32. 11, Rem, X. G, 


in the Soul. 39 
freely approach thee with pure 
love! U, when will the time come 
that thy children ſh: l be no long- 
er N with thee! O, 
r bad a voice capable and 
£2600 cabugh t o reprove e the whole 
werid for heir bindnefs. and to 
ciect:1 re wich authority What thou 


as t - 41 0 


YT „ 
10 Lia nen lock for thee in 
tier own 1207+, 2 tie bidding 
then look tor het in the moſt re- 
mot ard viktmowna parts of the 
eart!; { for whit is nde remote, 
and vxnown tl tlie ae 
vain and hecdecle mortals, than the 
ſKeret and quiet receſfss of tlicir 


en herrts? Do tie; krow what 
* 3 1 ; 7 - as 5 3 8 — T 
If Is £03005 mate rene! !;jave 


they © ever tied tlie . % 60 it ? 
Can ti y jo much as ing lie What 


lar 


40 O” G.. s Operc tion 
that INWaAD SAXCH Cary, that im 
penctrable ceœiter of the ſoul is, 
where thou art worſbippe © zu 
Naw Spirit and in trutl:?“ I 1; 3 41 
always at a Giſtance from teu 
ſelves, among the objects G their 
ambition or diverſions. Alas . how 
ſhou!d they underſtand heaten! 
trutlis, when, * as Jcius Chriit 
aid, they underſtand not thoſe of 
this world? They cannot conceive 
what it is to enter into themſclves 
by ſerious reilecuons; what then 
would they ſay, if onc ſhould bid 
them be empty 'd of themſclves, 
and abſorped in God? 

As for me, O my Creator my 
eyes being cloſed to all out ward ob- 
jects, which are but vanity and 

Ve xation 


John lil, 12. 


in the Stul. 41 
vexalien of fit, I would find in 
the moſt ſfceret part of my heart, 
an intimate famili nity wv ich £300 
through Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, who 
5 thy Wispon, and ETERNAL REA- 
N; tho took fleſh, and patient- 
i ſubmnitted to the thame ard 
death of the croſs, that by it he 
might degrade our vaio and falſe 
wiſdom. There it is, coſt what it 
will, in oppoſition to my worldly 
fears and reaſorings, I would be- 
come little and low, yea a fool, 
and more contemptible ia my own 
cyes, than in the eyes of all the 
_ wiſe and prudent of this world. 
There it is, I would be filled and 

inebriated with the Holy Spirit as 

the apoſtles were; and like them, 
ſuffer myſelf to be the deriſion and 
ſcorn of the world. 
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The Paths of Diving Love 


by which the Soul is led 
to the Divine Union, 


Thou who ha felt the 


darts of my love, whoſe 
heart is ſubmiſuve to my heavenly 


drawings! O thou whom I have 
choſen for an cternal jponſe. be 
thou > faithful bride to th 'y beloved 
bridearoom ! 1 muſt cles thy 


eyes have ſ. itten me with a mot 
chaſte. pure and diner. wel wes 
An- tt thou 1 12 r TY 


expecting no ialacy ſor y pains 


and 


v OR. 5 a . . 


Ive Fall of, e.. 43 


anuiabour. And when I led thee 
into rough ways, over buſnes and 
brim bics, and quite out. of the 
eaten patlis amongit thorns and 
thiſtles, thou paſied'ſt through 
them as tlu unh heavenly paths: 
And though i ſcemci often to 
leave hte, and to forget thee, yet 
z thou didſt never forlake this un- 
known path. | 
I tock pleaſure in beholding thy 
fears, and hearing thy ſighs, and 
to {ce thy tears run down. And 
after 10 3 ſnarp cor:flicts, I had 
a mind to try if taking thce to 
my {cf thou weuld'ſt always abide 
conſtant and truc: aud thy afthc- 
ted heart abode faithful. and never 
called my Ive cither irconftant or 
crucl: And tho! thy aſilictions «ere 
& kc VOUS and lleavy, yet didſi thou 
bleſs 


44 - ide Paths of 


bleſs thy lot and portion, and wert 


Willing to follow me even to death. 
1 parto k with thee in thy labour 


and ſuficrings, and when I was in 


thce, thou didii bewail my abſence; 


for in thoſe aflliciing times I pleaſe d 


myſelf in bearing up thy heart, 


but keeping out of ſilt. My 


love was increaſed by ſceing thee 
ſo diſconſolate. And thou neve!' 
wenteſt about to look for caſe and 
comfort, but wouldſt often lay to 

me, Dear and divine ſpouſe, 'tis 


„% my whole delight to ſuſſer with 


& thee, but thou forſakeſt me in 
my marpeſt trials and agonics. 


Thou art my happiccs and on- 


. hope. Every thing elſe to 
me is of no value or moment. 
„Alas, it cannot Ciſſipate my 


„pain. One lock of thine would 


3 6& give 


't 


f —— 


Dy r 1e Loe. 4 5 ; 


give me lite! Why turneſttt 


* away thole eyes eic av ra- 
3 
85 V1l:icd Die. Nu lat ! * 2 WEC!  * me, 0 


” my love, of tiizt Horz thieu 
45 gaveſt me? Alas, tou hut 1inte 
„% ten me, and doit thou now * 
io barilion lic 25 1 heard! 1 eerst 


tiy inneccat complaint, = x Was 
e TG to ſee tige {ov enamour'd; 


Ive tuck. covey day deeper in 
15 heart, when thou imaginedſt 


Lich 1 if 47 4 greater dlit JNCE from 


c. nd waen l iiw thee Li duripg 
u ler the een pangs and at- 
won, iwas ten I faw a thou- 


1:14 Gabis zlüts 10 92 and thou 


would {:y in a languiſhing voice, 
4 Oui v.irncls of my Jak love, 
rc, take at leait ſome pity on 
© in condition, be compaſſionate 
„ thi luy to a tender lover.” 


I filed : 


46 Toe Pall. e 

I ſmiled in ſecret at tiry bitter 
PA? NS and unc Anis, and only 212d 
myicif from thy ferifcs; Tor they 
wee as vet too weir fur the ex- 
cchlent werk 1 had a mind ihould 
be wrought in thee. Rzdouble, 


ſaid I, thy course, and don't let 
thy piying and curious ſentes 10 


much as ſee or deſire one delicious 


mortel; it thou wilt be wholly 
mine, thou muſt deny them all 


and thytelf too: Thou muſt love 
me for my own fake, without 


feeling whether thou loveſt me: 


And follow me ia all places without 
| ſceing where I lead thee. Never 


expe to ſee an end of thy ſuile- 


rings, but continue to take delight 


in thy obedience. L:t it ſuflice 
thy soul that it tees me all glorious, 


v. ithout mir:ding whether it {hall be 


happy 


4 ae Wy. wa 


Dx; 2 Lr * r 47 


Ul 


havpy or un? EPs Then ſecretly 


d. d | ipcal (OL C43) Fart, ard au g- 


ment tt: e ar dont of thy chaſte love: 


Thou V OULU I; aVc died priv: ately 


and Unc een, were it but to [:. ive 


den ine ſome now Pic ure, 

At laſt thou cameſt to forget 
thyſtif, wich made my love the 
noi e extreme waere thee. For 
my fake thou negleciedit tay Art 
beauty, and hack no liking to any 
ning but my truth; “ Dear and 
divine ſpouſe, ſfudit thou, I find 


«+ my{lf handſome enough if my 


heart be but always faithful to 
„ thee. This faithfulneſs I have 
„only from thee; I can have no- 


© thing but what belongs to my 


65 ſpouſe.” 
Aſter ſome more expreſſions of 
that ſort, thou becameſt mute and 
lent, 


2 — — — 


42 Je Paths of 

lent, and I was the kant inter- 
pretcr of thy heut. Thou ſpakeſt 
no more to me, but I underſtood 


thee fo well, that we were both 


charmed with our filent converſation. 
duch filence is much better under— 
hood than words, for as ſoon as 
one has taſted of it, words become 


frivylous and Aa inst In this 


manner thou paſſedſt thy youth in 


theſe woods. Thou hadit no other 
than a mute or ſilent voice for me: 
But my cart anſwered thine; and 
this amorous ſilence raviſhed thee 
mcre thau fine words, or feeble 


cloquence. I was then the ſpriog 


of all thy motions, and thou be- 
heldeſt clearly the Lavery and bon- 


dage of the ſenſes. No ſooner had 
1 given the this new liberty, but 
thou flex wit towards me like a 


turtle 


Divine Love. — 

turtle dove; and I cauſed ther 
fy atoſt in the midſt of the ity, 
that thou michr cen declare and pro- 
Claim me iu 2 thouſand difierent 
places. 1 

In this manner did Chriſt con- 
verſe with his loving ſpouſe, ma':- 
ing her perfect N learned in ſe— 
cret. She then requeacd of him 
that fie might ſpeak in her turn to 
explain and manifeſt to all the ex- 
ceeding greatneis of her love. 
Chriſt thereupon inſtantly reſtored 
her voice, but not ſuch a one as 
heretofore for frivolous diſcourſe, 
| but a voice capable and fit to teach 
the ſecrets of love, to ſhew his beau 
ties, and ſet them forth in their 
proper light. 

of Stir and divine love, with 
whom my ſoul is raviſh:d, I will, 

* though: 
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44 1 ſulicr, declare of thy | 


£24, Bs Vitiout fear. Thy hea- 


; ? 


criiy beauties hive captn ated my 
Tt; and Allied nie with 2 . 
£388 e OO ve Separate 
1 121 
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- 


7 ? 
oy v1 * e — 7 | 5 * 10 
\ 514 5 16 211 Raiure - 0 50 Sant 
* ; 
: x ” FE 3 > Tos * 5 . 3 8 
1 1 83 ? \ 1 2 T3 £1 75, 115 to 


C 
you 1 l. we czoien to declare my 
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4 


torpy let and c:.dition; To you 
Men Bbave been looked RO as 


„ a id have bet the thcizer of 


our ealant greres. 0 are not 
Vour Ecitis It: ; Cars? Moot wathe 


: | 222 3 8 Ur 115 vine 
4 48 Cz 1 LECT 4 a BY 7 . 1 | 1:1, ng 


Pn the ardunr of iny 
late. Er ye Penctr ted with the 


G. ATI. O you wie ſome- 
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Divine Lit. 81 
pon you; tis the ſpirit of Laith, 
nay more, "ins PUKE Lovk. 

Open ee 1 your hearts to let it 
in, and you will reap a blened ad- 
vantage by it. 27 God, who 1:25 
made choice Of cs tat you niglit 
be wholly Its, is vilkng, by my 
dil _ t9 teach You 1 it this day. 


— 
- 


Fever rebel agaiuzt his coodnels : 
Ack of] nim pute and tender hearts. 
which you have need of & 
lis voice. 
0 people, wiom Cod thron, Zh 
lis goodneſs has vouchſacd to 
make choice of, let his holy 
love melt your ice. Comply with 
his choice, give up to his grace, 
and reject not his tender calls and 
wooings. O you whom he prefers 
to all the more Southren people; 
icy mountains, deſert mountains, 


8 2 always 5 


22 ; 
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po 
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52 The Paths of 
always diy and barren, Pugs Love | 
is coming to ſ:ck for refuge and 
Cwelling amongſt you: Don- t re- 
taſe him: Lay yourſelves out for 
him, he will be vour ſtrength and 
only ade t. O ye fine countries 
whoſe fields are enamel'd with 2 
thouſand rural flowers, you would 
nat rec ive wur mater: Ton 
whoſe thouſnd rivulects and 
ſpriazs make you appear ſo ſmil- 
ling, you refuic. Le your incenſe 
and oferiife, O ye countries full 
of car: „ Vines, à d ſertile grounds, 
vou would give iim no Aylum, no 


En ne. 0 „ne little bills co- 
* M rich Coperlity. of grapes 
Wunde PICUUTE is fo much ickred 


2 b . . 
by die v.iois univerſe. O ye 


Lirc: 4 canws, whoſe art ſurpaſſes 
nature; pendant rivulets, whole 
charming 
7 ts 1 * ; | 


Divine Le. Ty 


charming murmurs invite us to a 
longer ay, you were not made 
to receive Love. For this Sacred 
Love was baniſhed out of your ter- 
ritories. Ile looks out for a dwel- 
ling in other Hemiſpheres. Pu Rx 
Lovz has the art of making all 
places worthy of his bleſſings, and 
lovely to his ſight. 
O thou poor ſolitary abandoned 
nation, one ſhall ſoon ſee thee fer- 
tile and full of people, if thou Colt 
but receive what this ſpouſe of my 
heart ſpeaks by me, and tai: him 
for thy King. He is about to ds 
the rude and deſert places fruitful, 
and of barren ſandy heaths make 
ne paſtures: Truth ſhall very 
quickly be ſeen to reign, where 
equity was ſcarcely known. You 
mall ſee grapes where you ſee 
7 C 3 brambles. 


54 The Paths cf, &c. 


brambles. And 'tis my Sovereign 
who declares it by me. But if 
von refule and rei ect this pure and 
— date Love, 0 trembie tor your 

mes in the terrible day of ac- 
chunt. If vou «2 not reccive 


| the | Ligut, y ou li be C Gilipatcd 


and ſcattered as 11: 118 Cult 
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By the ARcRNIsHO of Cann RAY. 


TFTRE principal inſtrumeat, ar 
means of our perfection, is 


contained in this one cxpreition of 

God to Abraham, * + Walk in 

my preſence, and be thou per- 

e NN 

2. The preſence of God calms 
= 2 the 


Gen, xvii, ar, 
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6 Diredions for a 


Lig mind, g ves tweet ropole and 
niet, even in the mivit of our 
abours; but then we mult 


ug! ed to 1:1 without any 


z. When we have found God, 
| 3 TER LOOKING for 
in men: = e mu then give up 
our very {27 fieids, for the good 
friend 1s 3n the keart, the ipoule 
who is jealous, and will haveevery 
tin cite put out. 
4. It docs not require a great . 
tea of inne to o God, to Ane 
near and 5 K his preſence, to lift 
up our heut to him, or to adore 
him at the bottom of our heart, 
nor to make him an offering of 
what we do and ſaffer ; for * the 


very 


* Luke xvii, 21. 


Fly Life. 57 
very © kingdom of God is within 
us,“ which nothing can malcit. 

5. When the hurry and diftrac- 
tion of the ſenſes, and the rovings 
of the imagination, hinder us from 

getting into a quiet and compoicd 
frame of mind, let us at leaſt calm 
ourſelves by the integrity of our 
will, and the very delire of com- 

poſure docs in a manner prove a 
ſufficient one. We muſt alſo turn 
our minds inward to God, and 
do whatſoever he would have us, 
with a pure and upright intention. 
6. We muſt endeavour from 
time to time to excite in us a de— 
fire to be devoted and reſigned to 
_ God, with all tlie powers and fa- 
culties of the ſoul; that is to fay, 

to contemplate him with our mind, 
and with our will to love him: 

7 5-4 22 ee 


58 Direqtions for a 
Let us alſo deſire that our ſenſes 
may be cos. ſecrated to him in all 
their operations. 

7. Let Us take care we be not 
occug id too long, either outward- 
iy or inwardly, about unprofitable 
nge, which create ſuch diftrac- 
ns both of heart and mind, and 
aw them fo much out of them— 
telves, that 'tis with difficulty they 
car. be Lrought again to be inward 
cnc ugh to nd Cod. | 
8. As ſoon as we fee! that ſome 
forcign object gives us pleaſure and 
joy, let us withdraw our heart 
201 ic; and that the heart may 

take up its rel in it, let us pre- 
tently ſhew it its ti ue Object, and 
fovercign Good, that is, God him- 
1clf. If we are but faithful in e- 
ver ſo imail a degree, to wean our- 
|  kives 


Illy Life. 39 
ſelves inwardly from the creatures, 
ſo as to hinder them from Teit- 
ing in the heart, which God has 
reterved to himſelf, there to be 
honoured, 2dore.i. and loved, we 
ſhall quickly taſte that pure joy, 
which God never füls to give a 
ſoul that is free and diſen god 
from all workily afcctious. 

9. When we nerccive in Onr- 
- felves a ſtrong and very enger de- 
fire after any thing whatever, 
and ſiad that our humour and in- 
_ © clination carries us too precipitate- 
ly to do any thing, be it only to 
tay ſomething, to tee an bject, or 
go any where, let us ſtrive co mo— 
derate oui ſelves, and requeſt ot 
God, that he would ſtay the pre- 
Cipitation of our thoughts, and the 
commotion we are under, becuuſe 

6 e 
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he has faid, that his ſpirit abides 
not in a hurry and commotion. = _ 
d. Let us take great care we 
Jo not concern or buſy ourſelves 
too M.ca with what others ſay 
and do , and that we let it not too 
much 1800 our minds, for *tis a 
great cauſe and ſource of diſturb- 

ance. b 

11. As ſoon as we perceive what 
ic i8 God requires of us, in any 
pP:rticular that preſents itſeif, let us 
zuck to that, and withdraw our- 
telves from every thing elſe: By 
mat means we ſhall always preſerve 
a freedom and evenneis of foul, and 
lagi cut cit a great many needleſs 
things which encumber ti;e mind, 

and hinder it from turning eaſily 
£43 es > 
. An excclent means of kcep- 


ing 
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ing ourſelves in an inward quiet 
and freedom of ſpirit, is, at the fi- 
niſhing of every action, to bound 
there all reflections ariſing from it, 
the reſpects and regards of ſeif-iove, 
ſometimes from vain joy, and 
ſometimes from grief, becauſe this 
is one of our greateſt evils. - Hap- 
Py is the man who retains nothing 
in his mind but what is neceſſary, 
and who only tlinks of each thing 
juſt when it is the time to think 
of it; ſo that *tis rather God who. 
excites the perception and idea of 
it, by an impreſſion and diſcovery 
of lis will, which we muſt per- 
form, than the mind's being at the 
trouble to forecaſt and find it. 
13. Let us accuſtom ourſelves to 
have our minds inwardly recollect- 
ed in the day- time, and during 
the 
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tlie cour - of our employments, by 
looking f giy to God: By that let 
us ſtill all the commotions of our 
heart, as ſoon as we perceive it di- 
ſturbed and moved. Let us for- 
fake all pleaſures Which come not 
fiom God, put away all vain 
thoughts and wild imaginations, 
and ipeas no idle word. Let us 
| ſeek God within us, and we ſhall 
infallibly lind him, and with him, 
joy and peace. 
14. In our outward occupations, 
let us be occupied more with God 
than all the reſt. To do them 
well, we muſt do them as in his 
preſence, and for his ſake. At 
the ſight of God's Majeſty a calm- 
neſs and ſerenity ſhould poſſeſs the 
ſoul. One word ot our rica, 
in time paſt, inſtantly calmed a 
. boiſterous 
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boiſterous and raging ſea; and now _ 
one look of his towards us, and of 
ours towards him, ſhould every 
ay do the like. | 

15. We mult often lift up our 
heart to God : He will purify, en- 
lighten and direct it. *Twas the 
daily practice of the holy prophet 
David: © * I have ict,” ſays he, 
the Lord always before me.” 
Let us alſo frequently ach to 
ourſcives theſe beautiful expreſſions 
of the ſame prophet : { © Whom 
© have 1 in heaven but thee ? 
There is none upon earth that 
J defire beſides thee. God is 
„ the ſtrength of my heart and 
« my portion for ever. 

16. We need not ſtay for lei- 


ſure 


K 
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ſure hours to ſhut the door and 
relire, for the moment in which 
we regret tie want of retirement, 
is enough to bring us into it. We 
muſt turn our 1 towards God 
in a ümple and familiar manner, 
and with great aſſurance. The 
moſt broken minutes are good at 
all times, even when at meals, and 
when others are ſpeaking. Unpro- 
fitable and tedions long ſtorics and 
relations, inſtead of tiring may re- 
lieve us, by affording ſome inter- 
val of inward retirement. Thus 
all things turn to good to thoſe 
who love God. 
1. We ſhould often read ſuch 
books as are fitting and proper for 
our ſtate and condition; and in 
reading, frequently ſtop and make 
a pauſe, to give place to the ſpirit 
that 
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that inwardly draws the mind. 
Two cr three plain and ſimple 
words, but ſull of the ipiri: of God, 
are the hidden manna; and tho? 
we forget the words, yet they o- 
pcrate teeretly, and the foul is fed 
and ncuriſled by them. 

18. We ruſt endeavour to have 
a ccntinual correſpondence and 
fellowſhip with God. Let us be 


perſuaded, that the nioſt profitable 


and dchrabl: ſtate in this life is that 
of CRISTIAN PEBFECTION, which 
conſiſts in the union of the ſoul 


with God; an union that iacludes 


in it all ſpiritual good; a familiari- 
ty with God ſo great, that no two 
friends upon earth couverſe oftener 
together, nor with greater endear- 
ment, freedom, cate, and open- 
neſs of heart; a wonderful liberty 

of 
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of ſpirit, that raiſes u- above all e- | 


vents and changes in lite. aud that 


trees us from the tyranny of hu— 


man ritect 3 an cxtravrdinury 
power for the well periorming all 
our actions, and acquitting GUr- 
ſelves well in our employments; 2: 
prudence truly Chriſtian in all our 
undertakings; a peace and perfect 
tranquillity in all conditions; and 
in ſhort, a continua Victory over 


ſelf love, and our paſioas. 


19. Ihis is the happy ſtate to 
which we are called; we, whom 
God hath ſeparated from the cor- 
ruptions of this world. If we 6 
not Parra ike of theſe heave enly bleſ- 
ings, *tis our own fault, ſince wi 
Spirit of God diſpoſcs aud exciics 
us continually to aſpire after them: 


But we reſiſt him often, cither by 


open 
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= repugnance or ..cret refuſal, 
or for want of rcſolution I con- 
rage, or letting ourfelees be Qoyhts 
ved wilhn 8 by the pretexts and 
artiſices Ot li- Jus, that b:gets in 
us abundance of mean indulgences 
and vero 8 managements. Let us 
no more be ſeduced thereto, but, 
as ſaith the apoſtle, + + Walk cir- 
* cuntpectly, not as fools, but as 
e wiſz, redeming the time, be- 
äcauſe the days are evil.“ 


A 


+ Erheſ. v. 13, 16. 


SHORT ACCOUNT 
OF THE 
LIFE axv WRITINGS 
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The Lapy G UION,. 
A ADAME Jzaxr Mane Rove 
V viERS DE La Mor nE GULON 
was born at Montargis, of a good 
famBy : At fifteen years of age the 
was married to a gentleman of 


the ſame place, and continued 
there 


Je Life 4 Writings of, Kc. 69 


; there till her widowhood, preſer- 
ving always the reputation Of A 
pure and un. potted virtue. 

From her tendcereſt years, ſhe 
in 4 vcry particular manner conſe- 
crated herſelf to God, and was ſo 
affected with divine thiogs, that 
when ihe heard or read of the juf- 
ferings of the 1aints and martyrs, 
the would wiſh to be ſuch an one 
heifclf: But when ſhe grew more 
a woman, the follies incident to 
Youth, but chiefly pride and vani- 
ty, had predominance over her, 
though ſhe often felt ſecret rebukes 
in her heart for them, and would 
bewail her failings and — | 
lions bitterly. 

Her married ſtate was accom- 
panicd with great croſſes; but they 
rather augmented tuan ſlackened 

| 3 her 
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her love for God, aud zeal for re- 
b2ion. She often found her heart 
inflamed with the love of God, 
and had great deſires and longings 
in her foul for à cloſe communon 
with God. When her mind was 
uncaſy and troubled abuut her 
ſtate and condition, ihe would 
make it known to ber confciſlors; 
but they were ſtrangers to the way 
in winch God was leading her; 
for inſtcad of directing to him, 
ho ſometimes, in the fectet of her 
kcart, ſmote her with his gentle 
corrections, and at other times e— 
namourcu her with Lis beiuty, 
they ſet her to {.ying of prayers, 
and icpeating daily the Cſlice, as it 
is called, of the Bd Virgin. But 
ali this did nothiag for her: It 
| healed not the wound, wiich wa 
in ward, 
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inward, nor did it caſe her mind, 
which could find no reit till the 
had found hiin whom her ſoul lo— 
vec. 

At lengch, God who heard her 


is and ſecret grouns, and knew 
| 1 


the fincerity of her heart, was 


Y 


pl-ated to ſend her a ſudden re- 
N. d my 0 wine Love, ſiys 
tac dchre winch 1 had to 


„ plozſe_ | thee, the tears winch I 


«ſhed. 8 great poins and labours 
: wy qv . - 
1 uaderwent, and the little fruit 
6 [ reahed from them, moved thee 
* with compaſion. Thou gaveſt 
* me in an init.nt,. through thy 
i 2004nv&5 Done, Wat! 
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© who was juſt come ont of a five 
year's ſolitude, to paſs by my fa- 


© ther's habitation, and make him 


< a vilit : My father knowing the 


© religious concern I was under, 


* adviſed me to make my condition 
* known to him; which I had no 
© ſooner done, nignitying the dit- 


« ficulties I had about prayer, but 


he preſently replied, © Lis, 
« Madam, becauſe you ſeek with- 
* gout what you have within, ac- 
e cuſtom yourſelf to ſeck God in 


« your heart, and there you will 


find him.” When he had ſpoke 
© theſe words, he left me; but 
© they were like the ſtroke of a 
dart, which picrced my heart a- 


© ſunder. They brought to my 


© heart what I had iought for fo 
N many years, or rather they help- 
, ed 


* 


* 
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ed me to diſcover what was there, 


but for want of knowing it, I 
bad not enjoyed it. O my God, 


thou wert in my heart, and re- 
© guiredit nothing but a turning o“ 
my mind inward to thee to mabe 
* me feel thy preſence: O inlinite 
© Goodneſs! Thou wert ſo near, 
and I ran hithcr ard thither to 


* ſeek thee, but found thee not. 


My life was a burden, though my. 
© happineſs was within me. I was 
poor in the midit of riches, and 
« ſtarving with hunger ncar a table 

< ſpread with daintics, and a conti- 
© nual feaſt. O Beauty, ancient: 


© and new, why did I know thee 


* ſo late? Alas! I ſought thee where 
© thou wert not, and did not ſeek 
© thee where thou wert. TWas 


for want of underſtanding theſe 


D:-- - words 
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«* words of the goſpel, * © The 
kingdom of God cometh not 
„with obfervation; neither ſhall 
& they {:y, Lo here, or Lo there, 
<« for 2chold the kingdom of God 
is within you.” This I now ex-. 
perienced, for then thou becameſt 
« my king, and my heart was thy 
kingdom, where thou reignedſt 
© 2s Jovercizn, and didſt what thy 
<© ov: was co have done.“ 
Tis efectual reach of God's 
love to her ſoul, was about the 
twenticth year of her age. The 
perſon who was inſtrumental to it, 
brought her after 4 25 acquainted 
with one Gencvitve Granger, pri- 
oreſs of the Bencdictines, a Woman 
of ſipgular picty, and lhe was very 
= ” aſſiſting 
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aſſiſting to her in the way he had 
turned her. But her Confeſſor did 
what he could to Linder her from 
inward prayer atid retirement, and 
perſuiled her mother-in-law, and 
her husband, to moleſt her in tlie 
practice of it: And the method 
they took, ſhe ſays, was to watch 
hat Ay did from morning to 
„e night.” She was not allowe d 
to go out of the chamber of her 
- mother-in- law; nor to ſtir from 
her husband's bedſide, who was 
often aſilicted with the gout. 
Sometimes, ſays ſhe, I carried my 
© work to the window, under pre- 
© tence of ſeeing better, that 1 
might have a few moments re- 
< poſe ; but they would look if I 
* did not pray inſtead of working. 
And when my mother-in-law and 
EE |; 
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my husband played at cards, if 1 
« did but turn myſelf towards the 
6 fire, they would look whether I 
* ſhut my eycs, and if they ſaw 
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* 
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that 1 did, they would be angry 
with mc for hours together. But 


whit is it] more ſtrange, when 


my hufband was weil, and could 


£0 abroad, he would not that I 


ſhould pray in his abſence. He 


would look at my work when he 
came in, to ſce if it went on, and 
ſometimes would turn back very 


quickly when he went abroad, 
and if he found me in my cloſet 
at prayer, would be very angry: 
And I would ſay to him, "Me. 
what ſigniſies it what I do in 
© your zblcuce, as long as I am di- 


ligent in tending you at home; 


o 


but this did not ſatisfy him, he 


* WOW! i 
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would not have me pray in his 
* abſence any more than in his pre- 
© ſence. I believe there is hardly 
a torment equal to the being 
ſtrongly and inwardly drawn to 
retirement, and not have it in 
© one's power to be alone. But, 
O my God, the oppolition that 
was made to hinder me from lo- 
© ving thee, did but augment my 
© love; and when they ftrove to 
_ © hinder me from ſpeaking to thee, 
© thou dreweſt me into an gre 
« ſible ſilence; and by how much 
they endeavoured to keep m : 
from thee, by ſo much the clofe 
* 92 thou unite me to thviilt. 
The peculiar property Ot in- 
ward prayer, is to give 2 ſerong, 
faith. Mine was diet li- 
* mits, as was allo my truſt and 
'D 5 reliance 
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rellance on God; and the love 
1 had for Lis ws and the cats 
* pokiion of lis providence to- 
Marcs me. Then is felt the 
e trutu of, theie words, My 
” 


j6&8 is ealv, ard wy bu then 
gn, I bLad-4:Jſccrce kme 
given me, from that time, to 
* be wholly refign'd to God's 
ill, cone want would come: 
„And 1 faid within myſelf, O 
my Love, what couldit thou 
deſe me to offer up to thee 
* that I could not willingly do? | 
0 ſpare me not. I could icarce 
hear {peak of God, or our Lord 
Icſus Chriſt, without being juſt 
+ rivillyd out of myſelf: But what 
I mot wonder'd at, was the 
great difliculty I had to ſay the 
vocal prayers I was us d to do. 
4 


y 
forming tha: task increaied, 
cauſe love became eveiy diy 
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As ſoon as 1 opened my mouth 
to pronounce . them, the love of 


God ſcized inc ſo ee th t 


| was ſwallowed up in a pro- 
found ſilence, and {uci a peace as 
L am not able to expreſs. Imade 
repcated trials to do the ſinz, 


but could not go on with hem. 
And as I had never Heard TO 
of ſuch a ſtate, I knew not wit 


to do: But the malilicy af per- 


7 


De- 


more ſtrong, more wioigut, abt 


more abior ping: Thauc vas 


made in me, without the und 
of words, 2 conticual prayer 
which ſeen'd to me, to be the 
prayer of our Lord Jeſus Chritk 
himſelf, a prayer of the Word, 
which is made by the ſpirit, 


N 4 s. which 
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which according to St. Paul, 
1 


asbeth for us what is good and 
Perfect, and conformable to 
tne will of God.” 


But that inward prayer, that 


profound peace, that communion 
with God and Ci:rift, which made 


her practiſe what was good with _ 
Was often interrupt 1 and ſom 


times quite gone. My ene 
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 fays ſhe, were not mortified, 


and they quickly occaſion'd new 


ſtruggles: I was too vain of my 


perſon, and that propenſity 
which ſeem'd dead while I was 
ſraitten with the love of God, 


reviv'd again; which made me ſigh 


and cry to God continually, 


6 chat he would be pleaſed to take 


© that 


« 


E 
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that obſtacle out of my way, 
£ 


and make me ugly. I wouid 
have choſen to be deaf, blind 
and dumb, that nothing miglit 


divert me from my love. 


In a journey to Paris, bow many 
ſnares were laid in my way. 1 
met them almoſt at every ſtep, 
and through unwatchfulneſs 
was often catch'd in them: B. at, 
O my love, how ſevercly didit 
thou puniſh me for them: 0 


how many tears did thoſe faults 
coſt me, which I let myſelf be 
drawn into, as it were, 2gataft 


my will! Thou knoweſt, O my 


God, that thou didſt deal with 


me ſometimes like a father who 
pities the weakneſs of his child, 
and careſſes her after little faults. 


How often didſt thou let me ſee 


D 5 „ 
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that thou lovedſt me, though I 


had blemiſhes which ſeemed to 


be almoſt voluntary? "Twas the 
{wectneis of this love, after my 


fall, which cauſed my greateſt 
pain; for the more thou ſhew- 
edſt thyſelf good towards me, 
the more inconſolable I was, if 
1 but turn'd away a moment 
trom thee; and when I had 
made a little flip, I found thee 
ready to catch hold of me, and 
I faid to thee, O my God, is it 
poſlible that thou canſt be ſo in- 


dulgent to my faults? I that 
leave thee through vain com- 


pliances, and a fondneſs for fri- 
volous objects; and yet no 
ſooner return to thee, but I find 


* thce waiting for my return, and 


"> thy 
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thy arms ſtretch'd out to re- 
* ceive me” = 
O Sinner! Sinner! Cant thou 
indeed complain of thy Cod? 
Ah, if there is any juſtice re- 
© manning in thee, ackaouledge 
that thou williagly gocſt airay 
from him: that thou leaveſt him 
againſt his will, but that if thou 
returneit, he is ready to receive 
thee; and if thou doſt not return, 
that he tries by the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt engaging motives to win 
| thee to it: Thou turneſt a deaf 
ear to him, thou wilt not hear 
him, thou ſayeſt, He ſpeaks not 
to thee, though he calls with all 
his might, but *tis becauie thou 
daily turn'ſt thy deaf car, ant 
wilt not hear his lovely aud 
charming voice. O my love, 
1 Thon 
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Trou didſt never ceaſe to ſpeak 
in my heart, and ſuccour it in 
the time of need. 9 0 
* When 1 was at Paris, my con- 


feſlor ſeemed to wonder, ſeeing 
me ſo young. After I had con- 
feſſed, they told me, I could 
not ſuſſiciently thank God for 
the graces he had beſtowed on 


me, and if I knew them, 1 


ſhould be amazed at them, and 
that if I was not faithful, I ſhould 
be the moſt ungrateful of wo- 


men. Some would acknowledge, 


that they never Knew a woman 
which God held fo cloſely, and 
in ſo great a purity of conſcience. 


What made it fo, was the conti- 
nual care thou, O my God, 
hadſt over me, making me feel 
thy intimate preſence, according 

5 1 a8 
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as thou haſt promiſed it us 1n n thy 
goſpel, + © If a man love me, 
we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him.“ The 
continual experience of thy pre- 
ſence in me, was what preſerv'd 


me. I witneſſed what thy pro- 


phet ſaid j Except the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman 
wakcth but in vain. Thou, O 

my love, wert that faithful keep- 

er, who did defend it continu- 
ally againſt all forts of enemies, 
preventing the leaſt flips; or 
correcting them, when a vivacity 
of nature had cauſed them to be 
comraitted. But alas, my dear 
love! When thou thyſelf ceaſedft 
to watch, how weak was I, and 
© how 


f John xiv. 23, + Pſalm cxxvii, 7, 
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© how did my enemies get advan- 
tage over me! Let others aſc1ibe 
their victorics to their own faith- 
« fulnelſs, as for me, I will aſcribe 
them only to thy patcraal care. 
© I have too often found my own 


* frailty and weakneſs, and too 


much to my coſt, experienced 
< what I ſhould be without thee, 
to preſume in the leaſt upon my 


* own care and watchfulnets. "Tis 
to thee I owe all, O my deliverer ! 
And 1 greatly rejoice that I do 


q owe it to thee. 


< During my fiay at Paris, I 


«* ſlackened my uſual exerciſes, be- 
© cauſe of the ſhort time I had to 
* ſtay there, and pain and dryneſs 
© had ſeized my heart ; for the 
hand that ſuſtained mie was hid, 

* and my Well-Bcloved was retired, 


1 
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* Idid many things I ſhould not, 
for I knew the love and chtoem 


* ſome had for me, and ſulf.r.d 
© them to tell it me, though I was 
© not alone. I committed other 
© faults alſo, as going with my 
© neck too bare, though it was not 


_ © ſo much by a great deal as others 


went. 1 wept bitterly, becauſe 
I plainly ſaw I was too remils, 
and that was my greateſt torment. 


I ſouglit all about for him who 


* ſecretly inflamed my heart. I 
* inquired if they could tell me a- 


© ny tidings of him: But O! hard- 


* ly any body knew him. I ſaid, 


OO thou whom my foul loveth,” 


< hadſt thou been near me, theſe 


© diſaſters had not happened: 


* +< Tell me where thou feedeſt; 
„where 
4 Cant. i. 7. 
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** where thou makeſt thy flock to. 
*« reſt at noon,” in the bright day 


-_ © of eternity, which is not like the 


day of time, fubject to nights 
and eclipſes. When I ſay, that ! 
»ſaid this to him, *tis to explain 

« my{clf, tor in reality all had paſſed | 
+ almoit in ſilence, and 1 could not 
* ſpeak. My heart had a language 
which was without the ſcund of 
© words, and was underſtood by 


© jts Well-beloved, as he under- 


< ſtands the profound ſilence of the 
Word always eloquent, who 
« ſpeaks inceſlantly in the bottom 


of the ſoul. O language, which 


only experience can give the un- 
derſtanding of! Don't let any 
think, that it is a barren language, 
and an effect of the imagination: 
is not in the imagination that 
. „ 


“ 


c 


c 


c 
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the ſilent language of the Word 
in the ſou! is. As he ncver cea- 
{cs to ſpeal-, io he never cenks 
to work. Dixit e fatia ſuit. 
He operates what he ſpeaks in thy 
ſou}. Inis ineffahle Word com- 
municates to the ſoul, in which 
it reſides, a facility ot ſpeaking 


without wards. 1 is 85 peecli 


of the Word in the ſoul; the 
ſpeech of the ſoul by the Word, 


the ipeech of the B. fied in hea- 


ven. O how happy is the ſoul 
to whom this 1ncfiable ſpeech is 
comm unicatcd ! A ſpeech which 
makes itſelf underſtood in the 
ſan e manner to ſouls, ſo that a- 
mongſt them it expreſſes itſelf 
without ſpeaking, and this ex- 


© preſſion cauſes unction of grace, 


* and ſweetneſs, and is pro- 
: ductive 


90 The Life and I itñe 
* Cuctive of ſuch effects, as expc- 
* ricr Ce only can declare. O it 
ſuns were pure enough to fpoak 
in this manner, they would par- 
ticipate beforchand of the lan- 
guage in heaven.“ 

The concern and pain ſhe felt 
after her faults and tranſgreſhons, 
was fo great, That it is not, ſays he, 
to be expreiied: Twas like a de- 
« vouring fire which ceaſed not 
till the tranigreiion was purt- 
* fy'd and done away. Tas, 
fays ſhe, a banith:ncat of the 
very bottom of my ſoul, wuere 
I felt that the Spouſe had reject- 
cd me with indiguation and 
« wrath. I could have no acceſs 
* to him, and becauſe I could 
have no reſt out of him, 1 
* knew not what to do: I was 


7 _— 
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lite the dove let out of the Ark, 
winch finding no reſt for the ſole 
of her foot, was conſtrained to 
Tetara to the Ark ; but finding 
the windows ihut, could only ily 
abo'it it, wityour entering into it. 
After this, ſays ſhe, I com- 

mitted a fault which will for 

ever render me culpable. 
ſtrove as it were agaiaſt myſel:, 
to find a ſatisfaction with out, but 
could not. This effiy, O my 
God, ſerved to convince ine of 
my folly, and ſhewed me the 
vanity of thoſe pleaſures which 
are called innocent. Fur when 
I tiy'd to relith them, I felt a 
ſtrong repulſe, which joined 
« With the remorſe 1 had for my 
tranſgreſſion, cauſed me to ſuffer 
greatly; and changed my diver- 
fon 


© 


c 
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ſion into torment : I ſaid, Om 
God, this is none of ti ec No- 
thing but thce can give ſolid 
pleaſure! 

One day, ſays ſne, as much 
through unfaithfuincis as com- 
plaiſance, I let myſelf be drawn 
to court, more out of exceſſive 
vanity than for the pleaſure of 
going there. But, O my God, 
how didſt thou make me ſenſible 


of this fault! After this, I was 


regaPd at St. Cloud, where 
ſome other ladies were iavited, 
and though I ſeldom went to 


ſuch cntertainments, yet thro? 
weakneſs, and allo through va- 


nity, I ſuffered myſelf to be 


drawn there: But O my God, 
how was this diverſion mix'd 


with bitter, which the Other la- 
© gies 


of Lady Guion. 93 
dies with me (diſcreet in the 
eye of the world) reliſhed! 1 
could eat nothing there, though 
* *twas 2 coſtly and magnificent en- 
© tertainment. My uneaſfincis ap- 
© peared on my countenance, 
though they knew not the cauie 
* ofit. O what tears did that colt 
me, and how ſeverely .lidit thou, 
© mv God, puniſh me for it! Thou 
* withdreweit thyſelf from me 


© more than three months; and in 


ſuch a manner, that I could ſee 
© nothing but an angry God for 
3 = 5 

© Afterwards, my husband hav- 
ing ſome reſpite from liis almoſt 
continual ailments, was willing to 
go to Orleans, and from thence 
into Touraine. This was the laſt 
* blaze and triumph of my vanity. 
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received 2 great many vilits, and 


abundance of applauſc. But, O 


my Cod, tow clearly did 1 per- 


ceive the folly of men, who let 


themſelves be _ with a vain 


and fading beauty ! I diſliked the 
paſiion, but according to the out- 
ward man, I could not diſlike 
that in me which cauſed it, though 


— — 


as to the inward man, I ardcntly | 


deſircd to be delivered from it. 
O my God, Thou knoweſt what | 
 aMiction the continual combat of 
nature and grace colt me! Na- 

ture pleaſed itſelf with the public 


applauſes, but grace made me 
dread then. I felt myſelf as it 


were torn and ſeparated from my- 


ſelf, for I plainly diſcovered 
the hurt which ſuch an univerſal 


applauſe did me: And what add- 


c ed 


; N 


ef Lady Guin, 9 5 


© «| thereto, was the virtue which 


c 


c 


" 


in thee only, and in thy protec- 
tion, and all the weakneſs in me! 


c 
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tney eſtecmed and applauded in 
me, join'd to my youth and 
beauty. But, O my God, they 
knew not that all the virtue was 


«I went, ſays ſhe, to confeſſors 
to accuſe my{ lf of my failings, 
and to bewail my backllidings ; 
but they were not at all ſenſible 


of my pain. They, O my God, 


eſtcemed and approv'd of that 
which thou didſt coademn: They 
looked upon that as virtuous, 
which Ithovght deteſtable to thy 
eyes: And what ovcrwhelm'd me 


with grief, was, that far from 


meaſuring my faults by thy 
graces and favours towards me, 


they only conſidered what I was 


* In 


| 
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in compariion of what I might 
have been: So that ſar from 
blaming me, they juſtified me in 
thoſe very things of which 1 ac- 
cuſed myſelf, and ſcarcely look'd 
upon that as a ſlight fault, which 


in me diſpleaſed thee greatly, O0 
my God, from whom I had re- 


ceived ſo great mercy and for- 
giveneſs. | 
< The heinouſneſs of * A 


ſhould not be meaſured by the | 


nature of the ſins, but by the 
ſtate and condition of the perſon 
who commits them. The leaſt 


unfaithfulneſs in a ſpouſe is more 
affecting to her husband, than 


very great ones in his domeſtic 


ſervants. I told them the trouble 
and concern I had for going with | 


my neck ſo bare, 3 it was 


the Lady Guion. "oF 
more covered than other women's 
< of my age; but they aſfured me 
© I was modeſtly dreis'd, and ſince 
my husband liked it, there was 
© no evil in it. But my in yard 
director told me the contrary; 
but I had not ſtrength and courage 
© enough to follow him, and dreſs 
« myſclt in ſuch a manner as might 
look ſtrange and out of the way, 
for one cf my years. Beſides, 
the vanity and inclination I had 
« for it, furniſhes me with preten- 
ces that appeared the moſt juſt. 
that couid be. O! If coufeſſors 
did but know what hurt they do 
* women by complying with their 
© vanity ſo eaſily, and the evil it 
produces, they would be very ſe- 
vere; for had I found but one 
confeſſor who would have told 
„„ c me, 
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me, that it was not well for me 


© to be dreſs'd as I was 1 ſhould * 


not have gone ſo one moment; 
but my vanity ſiding with my 
conicliors, and the women ſer— 
© vants about me, made me think 
© they were in the right, and that 
my concern about it Was meer 
fancy. 


* 


* 


Fi 


She having from the time of her 1 
conveilion, or being turn'd to 
God in herſelf, being then ſome- 
what above twenty years old; went 


through many trials and provings 


both inward and outward, at home 
and abroad: It pleaſed God when 
ſhe was twenty eight years of age, 
to deprive her of her husband, and 


leave her a ſolitary widow. 
During her abode and retire- 
ment in the remote parts of France, 


ſhe 


wm 


| 
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_ the writ ſeveral pieces, which ex- 


preſſed the ardour and noble afpir- 
ings of her love to God, in a live- 


ly and feeling manner: They were 


at firlt handed about in manuſcript, 
then copied and difpcrſcd without 
her knowledge. A friend of her's 


cauſed one of them, entitled, © A 


* {hort and eaſy method of prayer,” 


to be printed at Grenoble. 


The reader now ſees the ardent 
deſire of her ſoul, the meditation 
of her heart. All her writings, 


verſe and proſe, tend only to the 


eſtabliſhing PRE Love, and the 


reign of Chriſt in the heart. For 


this ſhe travelled in divers places 
of France, converſed with the 


learned and the unlearned, with 


biſhops and doctors, with abbots 


and abbeſſes; and her travels and 


E 2 converſation 
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conver ſatiu were often bleſſed 
and crow ae: with ſucceſs. But 
ame we think, will be curious to 
now, ſic.ce the ſets ſo little by 


that wich is outward in religion, 


wi {ac thought of the invocation 
of ſaiuts, nd the euchariſt; things 
ws io high eſteem among thoſe with 
vhom the lived and had her edu- 
cat ion. | 
As to the invocation of flats, 
Lis the, © One day as I was think- 


ing in myſelf, whence it came, 


D 


© th:r the ſoul which begins to be 


© united to God, though it finds it- 


© {cif united to the ſaints in God, 
© has neverthelz(s ſcarce any inſtinct 
«to invoke them? It was preſent- 
ly put into my mind, that dome- 
© ſlic ſervants had occaſion for re- 
« (ommendation and interceders ; 


6 but 
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© but that the ſpouſe obtained eve- 
* ry thing of her husband, without 
asking any thing of him, for he 
prevented her by his infinite love. 
© O Lord, how little art thou 


known! They examine my ac- 


tions; they ſay that I repeat not 


© the *“ chaplet; that 'tis becauſe 1. 
© pay no devotion to the Holy Vir- 


gin. O Holy Mary, thou know- 
* eſt how much my heart is united 
© to thee in God, and the union 


_ © which God has made between us 


in himſelf! Yet notwichRincins: 
J can do nothing bat what love 


_ © cauſes me to do. 1 am entirely 
devoted to him, and whatioover 
© he wills. 


In another place ſhe fay's, 6 The 
E 3 very 


* A "ar or ſizing of Pater Nu 7075 201 e 
Marias. 
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very deep and profound ſenſe of 
(cd Iwas in, Iwallowed up cve- 
: ly tings I could neither ſee the 
hints fror the Holy Virgin out of | 
God, but Il ſew them all in God; 
+ not being able without diſſiculty 
to diſtinguiſh them from him; 
and though I tenderly loved cer- 
« tain ſaints, as St. Peter, St. Paul, 
© St. Magdalen, St. Tereſa, all who 
were inward and ſpiritual, yet I. 
could not ſigure to myſelf any 
© xdeas or images of them, nor 1n- 

© voke them cut of God. _ 
And now as to the cuchariſt ; in 
one of her letters, ſhe ſays to a 
certain perſon, * As to what you 
ask me, if the body and blood of 
© our Lord are in the bread and 
wine which they give you at the 
« {ypper? I do not believe it: But 
| 5 0 *twould 
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© *twould be too long a CUR 


to tell you where it has #4 18. 


And upon John vi. 53. T hen 


6 Jeſus ſaid unto them, verily I Ly 
„ unto you, Except ye eat the 
_ & fleſh of the Son of Man, and 
5 drink his blood, ye have no life 


*in you.” This verſe, (ſays the,) 


is {o plain for the truth of the bo- 
dy and blood of Jeſus Chriſt in 


_ © the cuchariſt, that one cannot 
© help wondering how it can be 
miſunderſtood. There were in 


© the time of perſecution a great 
many ſaints who lived ſolitary, 
© ſome hid in caverns, who could 


not receive ſacramentally the bo- 


* dy and blood of Jeſus Ciariit : 
But they received it myſtically, 
having an entire communication 


ds with his ſpirit; which is a ſpiri- 
0 4; 20 tual 
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tual communion very high and 
exalted : Jeſus Chriſt was their 


liic, their principle and their cen— 
ter: It was like a choice clixir 
winch inſinuatcs itſelf in an hid- 
den manner into all the parts of 
the ſoul, as nouriſlment is car— 
:icd into all the parts of the bo- 


dy. Souls in this ſtate have a 


e communion with Chrift : 

But thote who receive him ſacra- 
mentally with requilite diſpoſi- 
tions, feel great eſfects from it! 

O if one could but conceive 
the grandcur and excellence of 
this ſpuritual communion, in 


which Jeſus is the ſoul of our 
{oul, and the life of our life, in 


which the ſoul remains as de ad 
under the operation and hand of 
God, that it may act only by 


6 him, 
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him, as it only lives in and by 


© him! O thou who after thy re- 
© ſurrection, enteredit when the 


* doors were ſhat; O enter into 


* thoſe hearts which are ſhut a- 
gainſt every thing thit is not 
© thee ! But come alſo to thoſe who 
© ſhut up the entrance of thor 
* ſouls againſt thee : Let the doors 
open by contrition! * Open 


«© ye everlaſting gates, and the 


„ king of glory ſhall come in.“ O 
ſoul, open to the grace and love 


© of Jeſus Chriſt, and thou wilt 


« partake of every thing that he is. 
© He who communes in this man- 


ner, has truly the life in him, 
© beczuſe he has Jeſus Chriſt the 


Source of life, which enlivens all 


E; *-thanrs- 
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* things. He raiſes again thoſe 


0 


who are dead by ſin; but he 
* raiſes again much more abundant- 
* ly the dead in Adam, for he be- 
comes their true aud only life.“ 
It we compare the Archbiſhop 
of Cambray's expoenttion of thc 

Bread which Chriſt tavglt his Giſ- 
ciples to pray for, and allo the 
bread which is Chriſt's body, we 
all lind it exactly the ſame with 
this Lady's expoſition of the ficſh 
and blood of Chriſt, 

What, (ſays the Archbiſhop of 
Cambray, upon theſe words, 
Give us this day cur daily broad ) is 
tis bread, O my God? 'Tis not 
only the ſupport that thy Provi- 
dence gives us for the necet: tics 
© of life; *tis -alio that nonrihment 


La 


4 


4 


Ct trath thou daily giveſt ug foul. 
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Tis a bread which nouriſheth up 


© to eternal life, which makes it 
grow, and gives the foul firength 
in the trials of its faith. Thou 


reneweſt it day after day. Thou 


giveſt inwardly and outwardly, 
< juſt fo much as is ncceſſ:ry for 
the ſoul to grow in the life oi 


* faith, and in the denial of ſelf: 


© I have then nothing to do but to 


eat this bread, and with a re- 


* ligncd and ſubmiſſive mind tak 
all the bitter things thou ſhalt 


_* ſend me in my outward affairs, 


and alſo in the inmoſt of my 


© heart; for every thing that hap- 


6 pens to me in the courſe of the 
day, is my daily bread, provide 
5 1 refuſe not to accept it from thy 


7 hand, and nouriſh myiclt with 


dit.“ 
F. In 


In another place the archbiſhcp 


of Canibray perſonatir.g ſuch as go 


to receive the Lord's ſupper, and 


like the Corinthians of old, take 
the bread without diſcerning the 
Lord's body, ſays, * Hitherto, O 


[4 


[4 R 


C 


* 


my Saviour, I have not been 
nur iſned with thy truth; 1 have 
been nouriſhed with the cercmo- 
nies of religion, wita the ap- 
pearance aud ſplendor of certain 


virtues which gave courage; with 


a good behaviour and regularity 


of outward actions; with a vic- 


tory which I was obliged to gain 


over my temper, that I might 


ſhow nothing but what was 
compleatly becoming. But the 
cſſence of the Lt itſelf; 
but this Subſtantial J ruth, far a- 
bove 211 Subltance Limited and 

Fn: * Comprited, . 


* 
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Compriſed, where is it? Alas! 
I have not ſought it; I have 
thought only of regulating the 
outiide without a change within. 
That worſhip © in ſpirit and 
in truth, which conſiſts in the 
deſtruction of all ſelf. will, to let 
God's will only reign in me, is 


{till almoſt unknown to me. My 
mouth has caten that winch is 


outward and ſeaſible in the ſa- 


crameat, and my heart has not 


been nouritied with this ſubſtan- 


tial truth. 
O holy and miraculous nouriſn- 
ment! No body Can cat thes wor- 
tuily, unleſs he die a perfect 
death. No body can eat thee 
worthily, uniets he have in li;a- 

* ſelf che ſer ce and very carneſt of 
© life, Wuoloever cats thee as he 


© ougat, 
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ouglit, dies entirely to himſelf, 


but at the ſame time he dies, he 
6 


riſes again for the. Thou ar: 


an healing nouriſhment; Thou 


art ürength for the weak; Thou 
art a nouriſhinent which 1nevita- 
bly cauſes them to periſh who 
have rot ſtrength to bear it; 
Thou art therefore at the ſame 
time che nourimment of the 
ſtrong. ') heavenly bread, that 


changeſt men into angels, and 
ſervants into children! Correct 
my im perfections; cure all my 


weak.efles, and give me ſtrength. 
and power worthy of tice. Make 


me dic to death, and riſe agein 


to life; ſo that being thus riten, 


I may no more do tie accions of 
death; that I may no more have 


a king ot that death which the 
CE things 


5 —ä—— — — ————_ 3 ———— 


ö 


c 


the Lady 0. "77 


; things of this world give: But 


being nouriſhed with the * © un- 


© Icavenced bread of the truth and 


o 
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fircerity, I may rcl ſh only hea- 
 veuly things. in wuich is life. 
Let my carnal life be dead, and 
F< hid with God in thee,” that 


while I am riſen again with thee, 
[ may live with a mind freed 


from ie corruption cf the earth, 


and fred upon tie incorruptibi- 


By han thin :s in heaven, where 


p * 


thou reig net., fitting at the right 


= 


han p of © y Father, in the im- 


mud glory v hich thou poſſeſſeſt 


for cver, and which thou wilt 


cternaliy co:maun gate to thy 


cle, of Which number, I be- 
ſeec'; thy infinite nercy to recrive 


me thy unwol thy icrvant. Auen.“ 


Having 
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Having now given the reader 2 


taſte of the Lady Guion's dodrine 
and writings, we ſhall ſet forth 
ſome fruits of lrer converſion and 
travels. 


She was a lady, whom any dif- 


cerning perſon might obſerve, ſeem- 
ed always to have the pritence of 
God with her. She did rot ap— 
prove of plays, and other diverſions 
of that kind, thinking they did 


not become Chriſtian women. Afﬀ-- 

ter the death of her husband, and 
the loſs of the greateſt part of her 
ſubſtance, ſhe went and reſided 


twelve miles diſtant from her for- 
mer dwelling, upon a ſmall eitate 
the had remeiuing. She had a 
great deal of good ſenſe and un- 
d::ftanding, When the affairs of 


her family were tettled, ſhe took a 
journey 
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journey to Turin, the capital city 


of Savoy ; in her return from 
thence to Paris, ſhe ſtopped at 


Grenoble, where {tc thought it to 


be the will of God to continue for 
ſome time with a lady, an eminent 
ſervant of God. 

1 I made no viſits, ſays the, in 
* this place, nor in the others 
© where I had reſted; but was 
much ſurpriſed to find, in a few 
days after my coning there, that 
ſeveral perſons cave to ſee me, 
who made proreiion of being 


God. I percerved preſently in 
myſclf a gift of God ſecretiy com- 
0 


* one what they ſtood in need or. 


And of a ſudden 1 found my ſeif 
inveſted 


more than ordinariiy reſigned to 


municated to me, of diſceraing 
of ſpirits, and giving to every 


s + 3 - 
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inveited with an e e ſtate, 
and I diſcerned the condition of 
them who ſpake to me, and chat 
with { great a facility, that they 
were aſtoniſhed at it, and ſaid one 
to another, that T gave cach What 


they ſtood in need of. * Twas 


zou, O God, who didſt all theſe 
tuings. They ſent one another 
to me, till at length it came ro 
that cceſs, that I was taken up 
commoniy from fix in the morn- 
ing to eight at nighie d in peil king 
651 . | | 

Tnere came great 3 
Gs all parts, far and near, friars, 
pries, men of all forts, young 
wonien, married women, and wir 
dows; they all came one after 


the other, and God gave me 
© that which ſatisſicd them in a 


Vonder ful 
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wonderful manner, without my 
thinking or caring at all about it. 


* 


Notlung was hid from me of their 


* 


inward ſtate and cor dition. Thou, 
O my God, madeſt thyſelf ſuch 
a vaſt number of conqueſts of 
fouis, as ton oniy Enowcit, and 
there was given them a 1urpri- 


* ſing eaſtac{s for prayer; God be- 


ſtowed much grace upon them, 


and wrought in them a marvel- 


* lous change. I perceived and 
felt, that what I ſpate ſprung 
from the fountain- bead; and that 
was only the inſtrument of him 
© who made me ſpeak. 

During the general appluſe I 


had, r Lord Jeſus Chrim let 


< me ſee what the anoiſiolic ſtate 


Was, with which he had honour- 


* ed me: © That to give up one's 
3 
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ce {clf to the aid of ſouls, in the 
% purity of the ſpirit, was to ex- 


© pole one's ſelf to the moſt crue! 
& perſecutions.“ He allo gave 
me to underſtand, that I mult be 


* conformable to him in all his 


© conditions, and that if he had li- 


ved always a private life with the | 


Holy Virgin and St. Joſeph, he 


© ſhould not have been crucified: 


And that When he would cxer- 
© ciſe and cruciry any of his fer- 
* vants in an extraordinary man- 
ner, he employed them in the mi- 


© niſiry and fervice of their ncigh- 
© bours, 'Iis certain, that all ho 
are employed of Cod by apoſto— 


A 


lic deſignation, and truly put in- 
to the apoſtolic ſtate, mult ſaffer 
greatly. I don't ſpeak of ſuch as 
put themſelves into that ſtate, 

| ps, * Uot 


——— — — — — 
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* not being called to it of God in 


a ſingular manner, and having 


nothing of apoſtolic grace, for 
< they have nothing of the apoſto- 


© lic crofles : But for ſuch as give 


« themſclves entirely up to God 


© without reſerve, and who are 


* willing with all their hearts, to 


© be expoſcd to the world as he 


© ſhall think fit, without reſtriction : 
Ah, ſuch as theſe muſt aſſuredly 


be made a ſpectacle to God, to 


angels, and to men: To Goda 
© ipcctacle of glory, by a confor- 


* mity with Jcſus Chriſt; to an- 


gels a ſpectacle of joy; to men a 
ſpectacle of cruelty and ignomi- 
* Amongſt the different num- 

| | N bers 


* 1 Cor. iv. 9 13. 
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© bers of friars who cane to ſee me, 
there was an order of them which 
* partook more of the cifets of 
grace than any other, and it was 
that order, which through a miſ- 
taken zeal had, in a little town 
< where Father la Combe was miſ— 


ſionary, perſccuted all the pious | 


© ſouls who gave themſelves up ſin- 
. © cerely to ſerve God, vexing them 
in à very ſtrange manner, burn- 
© ing all the books which ſpake of 
© filentand inward prayer, and re- 
* fuſing to give abſolution to ſuch 
© as were in the practice thereof, 


2 frightning them, and driving ſome 5 


c almoſt to deſpair, who heretofor c 
© had lived wicked lives, but were 
«* reſtored and preſerved in grace 
by means of prayer. Theſe friars 
© were {0 a. es and indiſcreet 

— 6 in 


A 
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in their zeal, that they ſtruck a 


father of the oratory, a man of 
merit and diſtinction, in the open 
ſtreet, becauſe he prayed in the 
evenings ; and on Sundays made 
a ſhort and fervent prayer, which 
mightily aided thoſe good fouls 
in their exerciſe of prayer. 

_ © In my whole life I never had 
ſo great a conſolation as to fee, in 
* fo ſmall a town, ſo many pious 


a 


A 


A 


N 


© ſouls who vied one with another, 


* who ſhould give themſelves up to 
God with their whole heart. 
© There were girls of twelve and 
© thirtcen years of age, who fat in 


* ſilence almoſt the whole day, to 
© have communion with God; and 


© acquired a very ſtrong habit of 
it. As they were poor girls, they 
* placed themſelves two and two 
© together, 
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* together, and thoſe who could 
© read, read to the others that could 


not. There one might have ſeen 
* the innocence of the primitive 
* Chriſtians revived.” 

At the time theſe wonderful con- 
verſions were wrought, and people 


came from all parts to hear and ſee 
this lady ; a friend of her's taking 
notice what an univerſal eſteem 


perſons had for her, ſhe anſwered, 


Mind what I now ſay to you, 
Tou will hear curſings out of the 
© ſame mouths you have heard 
© bleflings.* How truly this was 


verified, the following narrative 


Will ſufficiently manifeſt. 


She was no ſooner arrived at 


Paris, but there came letters from 
the country, exclaiming againſt 
her doctrine, and loading her with 

55 5 calumnies. 
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calumnies. Counterfuit letters 
were produced and fhe was con- 
fined to the monaſtery of nuns cf 
the Viſitation, in the fircet St. 
Antoin, in the month of Juauary, 
1698, being then about forty years 
Old. 5 

»ANothing, ſays ſhe E. contributed 
s more to tac gencral outcry that 
Was raiſed againſt me, than the 
« pretended letter irom the Biikop 


© of Grenoble. For how could 


one gainſay and diſprovz ſuch a 
< witneſs as the curate of St. Iames's, 
© well known at that time for his 
attachment to ſo great a number 
of perſons of merit, to whom he 
© had delivered copies of that letter, 
© ſo that in about a fortnight's 
© time all Paris was filled with 


them? The Biſhop of Meaux, 


F | Who 
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* 


who had a copy of it, as well as 
others, was ſtrangely ſurprized 
to ſce the anſwer which Father 
Richcbrac ſent me, as well as to 
ſee the letters I ſhewed him of 


3 


N 


* 


* the Biſhop of Grenoble. 


* He exclaimed loudly at the 
© viicncis of the flander. For he 
© had ſomctimes his cocd intervals, 
© which afterwards were quite al- 
* tercd, by the perſous that ſtirred 
im up againſt me, and by his 
© own particular intcreſt.“ 


The Biſhop of Meaux was in ve- 


ry high etccm with ſoine, for the 
z2al he had ſhewn font! church 


about ten years befo in writing 


againſt the Proteſtants, and getting 
the Kin 's edict to conſiſc e the 


goods and chattels, and impriſen 
the bodies of ſach as would net 
change 


cal 
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change their religion, which occa- 
ſioned a great many thouſands to 
fice for refug ge into foreign coun- 
tries. 

This ty (Gag. the fury of 
the Biſhop of Chartres, and ſome 
other doQtors) tool: a reſolution of 
putting her writings into the hands 
of ſome prclate of eminent learn- 
ing, who might examine and make 
report of them; and there having 
been to outward appearance, a 
ſtrict friendſhip for ſome years, be- 
twixt the Archbiſhop of Cambray 
and the Bithop of Meaux, ſhe pitch- 
ed, ſays the author of Cambray's 
life, upon Monſieur de Meaux for 
this purpoſe, as being a man whoſe 
approbation would counterbalance 
the authority of the Biſhop of Char- 
F 2 tres, 
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tres, and quickly OTE the ca- 
lumnics of the furious doctors. 
All her manuſcripts being deli- 
vered to Monſicur de Meaux, he 
read them over, and immediately 
told the Duke of Chevreuſe, that 
lie found a light and an unction 
in them which he had not met 
with any where clic. 
* 1 ſtall not, ſays fac, enter into 
a Pateuuar detail of that long 


0 Ae wuich has made ſo 


eat a nciſe, nor of the ten ycars 
: conſin ment in priſons, and an 


© exile alinot as long, and which 


in nc yet © ended, by realou of 
* the oppolitions, calumnies, and 
all ſorts of e as could be 
thought on. There are ſome facts 

Belonging to 3 n too 


8 odicus to be mentioned, which 


* ones ity 


8 


the Lady Guion, 


\ * charity conſtrains me to 
and in this ſenſe it is, that cha- 


* 


& rity covers a multitude of üns.“ 
There are others belon ring £2 
thoſe who were 1ear. 

minded people, whom 1 reſpec 
for their piety and other reaſons, 
though they ſhowed too Hitter a 
zcul againſt thinzs ther had not 2 
true undermanding gi, 1 hall 


” 


ſay nothing of 2 ort out 15 72. N 


* 


charity. Put a 
* that in fo long a 65505 e 
hien my kie has been iu! f 
'tis plain, tho gresteſt were pre- 
ſerved till lat; and God, wao. 
* has not rejected ine, by a pure 
effect of his gocdueſs, was not 
willing to let the latter part oi 
my life paſs without a greater 

* conforinity 
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0 


0 


4 


© 


conformity to that of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ne was carried before ſeveral 
tribunals: God was pleaſed to 
let me be ſo likewiſe. How 
could I do otherwiſe, from the 

gave me ot hi: love and 
? By being thus made 
conformable to Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
logged upon thoſe things as fro 
vours, which the "world looks 
upon as ſtrange perſecutions. 


The inward peace and joy I felt, 


jündered me from ſeeing my molt 
Violent peaiſccutors, otl:.crwiſe 
than as iaſtruments of the juſtice 
of my God, Which to me has al- 


w 1 s been adorable and lovely. 


„y priſon was to me a place 


of delight and refreſhment ; for 


ſuch a deprivation of all creatures, 
gave me an * to be 
quite 


c 


£c 


c 


e\ 
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« quite alone with God. And a 
deprivation of what is countecl 
the moſt neceilary things of lite, 
gave me a reliſh of outward po- 
vertv, Which otherwiſe 1 miglit 


not have tated. Thus I booked 


upon all tliete great eviis in ap- 
pearance, and the univerſal out- 


cry againſt me, as the greateſt 
good of all. It ſeemed to me to 


be the work of God's naud, wio 
was pleaſed to cover his taberna- 
cle with the fkins of beaſts, to 
hide it from ths eves of thoſe to 
whom he woui.l net mince! it. 
© 1 laboured, (favs ſhe, under 
mortal languiſhiugs, beavy and 
painful Tickneſs without intermill 
ſion. And God was pleaſed to 
prove me yet further, by totally 


© forſaking me, fo that for the 


C. 


eG 
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V, 
My, 
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* 
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mths, 1 conic on- 


. 2 - * "x" Y . 8 i Fins = 
We, My God, av Gud, why 
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with Cod, and to uncbergo all 


D 
C1 of = 7 7 2 ; — 5 
che N e LI 3 * 5 3 1 Nie. 


And When 1 aw Go and every 


G 8 11 
Creature ag9a2141 1112, i Was gin 


to be Gt RIES Cle aralnl 
How e tlien can ! bewail my ie! 


a 
3 
* 
op 
ll 


what I {utorcd with a love 10 re- 


fined from all ff intereſt? Shall 
I Gow be concerned for, and file 
with N aiter aan an enthe 


ſacrifice of fell, and ail that be- 


longs to it? No, I had much ra- 


ther conſccrate all my ſullerings 


to Hlence. Bat if God, for his. 


glory, would permit ſomething 
ot it to be known hereaicer, 1 
1:Mv}d adore his juugments 3 but 


* 
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as for me, I have done with nas 
regards myſelf perſonally. 

But in relation to prayer, | 


© muſt ever contend for the truth 


© of its ways. [I hare defended mv 
innocence with ſo much {orc and 
© truth, as to leave no more doubt 
in pcople's minds, that all the ca- 
lumny that is throw upon ti; 010 
© who practice it truly, and with 
a fincere love, is quite fag; ar 
the diſcourſes of thoſe who ca- 


_<lumriate them, are raſh, and 
© contrary to all manner of trut!, 
c 


and juſtice. The ſtronger the ca- 


© lumny is, the more happy and 
1 content is the heart M hich loves 


© God, and he whoſe contſcience 
does not reproach him. Perſccu- 
tion and f are only a 
* weight which plunzes the {ou} 

| 5 e eee 
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deeper in God, and makes it 
* taſte an ineſtimable happineſs. 


130 


© What ſignifies it to a ſoul, if 


all men ſet themſclves againſt it, 
s when *tis alone with God, and 
gives him a ſolid token En 
rance of its love? For when God 


© heaps his bleflings upon vs, 'tis 
he then who gives us tokens of 
© his love; but when we ſuffer for 


© lis ſake, what is many times 


* worle than death; then we give 


© him tokens of the certainty and 


£ faithfulneſs of ours. As then 


© there are no better means of let- 
* ting God {ee that we love him, 


than by bearing for his ſake the 
* moſt terrible pains and affictions, 
© we are infinitely bcholden to 


him, when he lets us * take of 
: thoſe means. 


a But 
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But ſome may wonder, ſince 


I am not willing to give an ac- 


* 


count of the greateſt croſſes and 
aſſlictions of my life, why I have 
taken notice of much leſſer. 1 
was induced to that for certain 
reaſons. I looked upon it very 
neceſſary to take ſome notice of 
the croſſes I underwent iu my 
youth, that it might be ſcen, how 


„„ 0 


La 


God was pleaſed to lead ine by 


the way of the croſs. Bat as to 


* other parts of my life in a more 


A 


advanced age, the calumnics not 
relating to me folly, I thought 
myſelf under an obligation to vive 
a particular account of ſome facts, 
to diſcover not only the f:ility of 
© them, but alſo the condut of 
© thoſe who tranſacted them, and 
* who were the true authors of my 
e perſecu- 


* 


b 


Cc. 


mig! at involy 
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perſecutions, I being no more 
than the caſual object they ede 
at, eſp. cially 3 in thoſe latter times 
for in reality they only bs. 
ted me in this manner, that they 


merit, who of theinſelves were 


out of their reach, and could no: 


perſonally be attacked, without 


Mixing their aſlalrs with mine. 


For tlliis reaſon, I thouglit my- 


Kif obliged to enter more parti- 
culizly into matters relating to 


thoſe facts, and fo much the 


more, a; my faith was called in 
queſtion and made ſuſpicious by 


them: I thought it therefore of 
great concen and conſequence, 
to let it be ſcen how fr I was 
from entartainivg the opinions 
and ſentiments they would have 


8 tail ned . 


e perſons of great 
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© faſtened upon me. So much I 


* owed to religion, to picty, to my 


friends, to my family and my- 
ſelk; But for the ill uſage and 
treatment of my own perſon, I 


thought it better to ſacrifh'e ana. 


n batiow it by ulence, as I have 


© \2id before. 


I will only juſt take notice, AS 
©I go along, ot the ſtate and diſ- 
* politiun I found mytelf in, during 


my woprijvaments. Wale I was 


© at Vincennes, and under the ex- 
© amination of Monſieur de la Rei- 
nie. I enjoyed a: moſt ſweet 
peace, and could have been very 
wel! content to have paſſed my 
days there, if it had been the 
* wil of God. I compoſed hymns, 
* Which the young woman, Who 
* tended me, learnt by heart as |. 
compos d 
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* compos'd them, and we ſang, O 
« God, Thy praiſe together. I 
locked upon myſelf as a little 
bird which thou kepteſt in a cage 
for thy pleaſure, and which was 
* to ſing out its time there. The 
ſtones of the tower where I was, 
© ſeemed to me to be rubies ; that 


is, I valued them more than all 


the magnificent things in the 
* world. O my God, my joy was 
founded upon thy love, and the 
« pleaſure I had in being thy pri- 
© ſoner; though I made not theſe 
© ſort of reflections but in compo- 
ing the Hymns. My very heart 
© was full of that joy which thou 
© giveſt thoſe that love thee, in 
© the midſt of the greateſt trials 
and ſufferings. 
0 * When things were carried to 
| the 
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© the greateſt height and extremity, 


£ I was then in the Baſtile, and 


© when I underſtood how great 


© and terrible the outctly was a- 
© cainſt me, I ſaid to thee, O my 
© God, if thou haſt a mind to make 
© me once more a ſpectacle to men 


and angels, Thy will be donc. 
„All that 1 crave of thee is, that 


© thou wouldſt preſerve thine, and 
© not a them be ſeparated from 


© thee. Let not principalities, 


nor does. nor the ſword, &c. 
ever ſeparate us from the love of 
God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our 


© Lord! As to my particular, what 
© matter is it what men think of 
— me? What Matters it what they 


* make me ſaffer, ſince they are not 
able 


| { Rom, viii, 38, 39. 
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able to ſeparate me from Chriſt 


« ]cſus, who is cngraven at the bot- 


tom of my heart? if 1 diſpleaſe 
him, though I thould plcaſe all 
men, it would be of leis value 
© than dirt to me. Let then all 


men deſpiſe and hate me, provid- 


ed lam pleaſing to him for whom 


& die daily,“ till ſuch time as he 


© come to finiſh this death: And, 


© O my God, I praycd to tice to 


* make me an offering pure and 


clean in thy blood, that I might 


ere long be offered up to thee.” 


We ſhall now wind up this la- 


dy's narrative of her lite, in the 
words of the author we have le- 
veral times quoted before. *Tis 


obſervable, iays he, that in this 


22 


fame erb proceis, wherein mat- 
ters arc carried in ſo outiagious 
4 


| 
| 
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a manncr againſt Monſieur de Fe- 
neloh, tlie bift: 0 8 aflembkled 

teltirony of the pmity oft Ma- 
Cam Goiou's life and converia- 


* 
a! IVE 


tion, decluing, That as to the 


abomigations which were looked 


upon à tne cop ſequences of Fox 
PTLINCH 1:5, Fer. inn OCENTC Vas lice 
vir caled in ieitiom that he 
always tettificd A Acteſta tion 01 
theilt. | 

„ 3113S withertic teſtitigonial will 
be an eternal monument. to that 
ladiy's N : Deczule the bi- 
ſhops :Tombie 1 di not 2 E 
* ti} nfs: Me bad been five 


years in pr. ia. There had been 


7 


Arict inquirics made during that 


time, in all the placcs where ſhe 
had been {ince her Fouta : : All 


per:oris of her acquaintance in the 


© provinces 
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provinces far and near had been 
examined: Threatnings, pro- 
miles and priſons, had been em- 
pioyed to engage her two maid 
izrvants, witnciies for many 
years of her conduct, to tay 
ſomething to her diſadvantage. 
She herilf had been obliged to 


_ undergo divers captious interro— 


catories before diiticrent judges. 
She had been carried from prifon 
to priſon, in order to ſhake her 
reſolution; from Vincenncs to 
Var Zirard, from Vauguard to 
the Baile. Notwuithitanuing 
this, the verity of her anſwers, 


the purity of her manners, and 


the uuiformity of her conduct for 
{o many years together, forced 
this acknowledgment of her inno- 
cence from a numerous ail::nbly 


c 


c 


c 


s had the ſtrongeſt prejudices a- 
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of biſhops, under the guidance 
o Monſic ur de Meaux. 2 
© She remained however three 
855 ia priſon, ficx, and ia a 
ſuſtering condition; after the 
peiſecutiaa againſt Monſieur de 
Camuray was over, ſhe continu- 
ally begged that her crime might 
be ipcciacd and proved. But 
her enemies not being able to 
make any tling appear againſt 
her, the was at length diſcharged 
out of cuſtody, and exiled to 
ois. She lived there near 
twelve years, l.onoured and re- 
ſaccted for her good underſtand- 


ing, fincere picty, pure and mo- 


deſt virtuc, even by thoſe who 


* gainſt her. Monſicur de Cam- 
* bray continued always to have the 


* ſame 
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© 

* ſame friendſtip and ellcem ſor 
her, _ the fame confidence in 

her. She dicd at length at Diois, 

to the render regret of her fami- 
ly, and of all 8 


Before we leave tis matter, 


let us obſcrve the three notable 
tetimonies given to the 1rno- 
ccice of this lacy in the three 
principal periods of he: life. Sue 
hid 3 fra examined by Mon- 
ſicur de Harley, Archbilhop of 
Paris, for the dp; ce of eight 
months, and bad jullited nerkelf. 
Afterwards Nonfteur de kent US, 
who was powcriully intereſted to 
find her criminal, gives her an 
© ample certificate at the end of a 
« fix months examination. Laſt 
of all; an aſlembly of the Galli- 
can church, after a ſtrict enquiry 
„ into 
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© into her hole life, give Public 
« tckinony of her innocence. 

Ve ire perſunaded, ſome of our 
ren ers would be glad to hear the 
lai exprefions of this excellent 
Livy, nay, we think they will e- 
ven be raviſhed, to hear how me- 
1 Lg ſhe lang of the dealing 
of tan ord to her foul; and how 
lent the ſpike of the re- 
c pon wi..th people of another 


climate, atv 2 different way of 


worſhip, ſhould give to PuxE Love, 
and the inward worſhip of Ged in 


ipirit and in truth, which her own 


nation and pcopie had :ciccted the 


offers of, and {ct at naught. 


This mclodious and prophetic 
long we intend to print at the cloſe 
of ſome other pieces, in her own 


inimitabls uotcs aud ile, together 


With 
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with our tranſlation in proſe, for 
want ofa better in verſe. But firſt, 
we ſhall collect what we take to be 
the laſt wntings and legacy the left 
the world a little before her _—_ 
ture. 

The following, which we hope 
was very much, if not more pecu- 
harly, intended for our nation, is 
a moſt remarkable ejaculation of 


her ſou), and worthy our orcateſt S | 


notice: *Tis a pathetic diſcourſe, | 
or rather the voice of an angel juſt 
about to be enrob'd with light and 
immortality, addreſſed to a people 
of a difierent way of worſhip from 


thoſe amongſt whom ſhe lived; in 


which ſhe compares herſclf to the 
Samaritan woman, to whom Chriſt 
manifeſted himſelf in ſo particular 
and eminent a manner at Jacob's 

well z 
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well; inflaming her heart ſo with 
the love of bimſelf, that ſhe © * left 
© ker water-pot and went her way 
into the city, and ſaith to the 
men, come ſee a man which told 
© me all things that cver I did: Is 
© not this the Chriſt ?? And her 
words had ſo great a reach, and 
took ſuch place with the Samari- 
tans, that © 4 they went out of the 
city and came unto him :? After 
* which, ] they ſaid unto the wo- 
man, now we believe, not be- 
* cauſe of thy ſaying,” for we have 
heard him ourſelves, and know 
that this is indeed thc Chriſt, the 
Saviour of the world, || And they 
* beſought him that he would tar- 
cry with them: And he abode 
there two days.” 
Wonderful 


Icha ir. 28. f Ver, 30, f Ver, az. | Ver, 40. 
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Wonderful lc this, favs the 
famous Queſnclie, of one word 
of our 5aviour, upon the heart of 
a woman who becomes the apo- 
Mae of her country; he mutt cer- 
tainly have ſpoke to other ears 
than thoſe of her body, in ce he 
is more a maſter of her heart 
than herſelf, and fince ſhe forgets 
every thing to bear the tidings of 
him to her countrymen.—He 
follows her with mind and heart, 


he acts in her heart; he is occu- 


pied with the zeal that hurries 
her to the town, he is upon her 
tongue to bleſs the word of eter- 


nal life, which ſhe declares to 
them of her own experience; he 


ſeeks among that people thoſc 
whom his Father had given him, 
that 
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« that he might draw them to him- 

© ſelf; he offers them up to his 
Father ; he prays for them ; hc 
, ee in their hearts, to 1 
© them docile and obedient to the , 
N voice of this woman.“ 


8 


Lr GUIO Nes 


REMARKABLE INVITATION 
To AL I. 


Sincere Believers in Feſus Chriſt. 


I the time when the Jews | 
Y rcjcccd Jeſus Chriit, the | 


c 


© Samaritans received Jim with 
joy. There was not ſo much as 


© one, perſon found among the 


5 Jews, : 


* 
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Jes, (ither capable or ſit to 
hear and con prehend, the wor- 
ſip * in ſpirit and in truth.“ 


Jetas Chriß went therefore aud 


wuglit cut a Samaritan woman. 
The Samaritans believed in God 
as will as tne Jews: They like- 
wite expected the coming of the 
Mcitih; but they were Schiſma— 
ticks, and divided from the 


| Tews, becauſe they did not Wor- 


ſhip at the ſame temple. 


< Chriſt inſtructs a Schiſmatical 


woman in the greateſt truths, 


and makes her inſtandy an 


Apoſtle. Now what was the 
ſervice of her apoſtleſhip? *T'was 
to draw that people to Chriſt. 


They came flocking to him: 


They are infiructed ; they be- 
lieve; they receive the ſeed 
_F Eos * which 
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wi.ich the Jews rejected; nay, 


they conſtrain the Lord, whom 


the Jews caſt off, to dwell with 
them, that he might inſtru& 
them fully by themſelves in what 
he had but juſt begun to inſtruct 
the Samaritan woman. 


* O my dear Samaritans, you 
this day have done the ſame. 


'Tis true, you are divided from 
us in reſpect to the place of wor- 


ſnip; but you believe in God, 


you expect all from the ſame Sa- 
viiur. 'Tis to you the interior 
tpirit addreſſes itſelf; that ſpirit 


o ador ation in truth, that prayer 

worthy of God, that interior 
| worlhip, thet Pure Love, ſo much 
deſpiſed by our nation and peo - 


ple. Tis to you it addrefles 
felt to be received; tis in you, 


and 


F 


FJ Th 1 » To mt )) 
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and by you, that Chriſt will 
make it grow and cncreaſe : He 
will be in you, a river of living 
water flowing out of your belly 
unto eternal life.” 

This worſhip in ſpirit md1 in 


truth, this perfect prayer, this 


Pure Love, asketh for a retreat 
and dwelling among you. It 
comes to ſeek you out, by an 
excluſion of many others, that 


you may lodge it in your heart. 


O receive it then, and by your 
means let it be tranſmitted to an 
infinite number of hearts? Tis 
what Chriſt would have you do: 
*'Tis what he expects of you, not- 
withſtanding the weakneſs of tlie 
inſtrument he makes uſe of, to 
inſtruct you with Chriſt. 
O when will you {iy to this 
WW 2 — « © poor 


* 


4 
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POOr Samaritan WOman, © Now 
we belicve not becauſe of thy 
fryian;g for we know that this 


is indecd the Cluiſt, the Saviour 


oi the worid We believe this 
is Pure Love. We worſhip the 
Father in ſpirit and in truth; 
becauic we know ourſelves,” we 
taſte, we experience, yea, We 
are certain, that *tis the truth. 
O could I but hear theſe words, 


with what joy could I ſay, Nun 


diynitiis Ancillam tuam Domi ne, 
&c. * Lord, now letteſt thou 
thy ſervant depart in pcace.' 
is the very object of all my 
wiſhes; und the ſubject cf all 


my prayers. You are all very 


Lear my heart: O, why can't 1 
offer you up to the Lord my 


7 God, as a pure ſacriſice without | 


* blemulh, © 


the Lady Guicn. 1 
blemiſh, waſhed in tlie blood of 
the Lamb, and quickened by 
his ſpirit ; as an holy burat-ot- 
 fering, purify'd and conſum'd 
in the fire of Pure Lov e, Auen. 
Jeſus! 

The following letters being ſome 

of them written upon her fick- bed, 
in the very year, probably in the 
month, or week, ſhe died, the 
expreſſions contain'd in them, 
may be look'd upon as her * 
words. | | 


6:0: 0:8 


LT TE 


TN. I. very dear and reve- 
EB rend brother in our Lord 
| 0 * Jclus Chriſt, I cannot but deſire 
* your preſervation very much, 


G 4 and 
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and beg it earneſtly of God, for 
the accompliſhment of his work. 
My life ſeems to me to hang upon 
* a flender thread, and yet lam 
« perſuaded, notwithſtanding my 
great weakneſs, if God tlunks ſit 
to make uſe of ſo poor a nothing, 
He will preſerve my life; but if 
not, I have one foot in the ſtirrup, 
ready to; mount and be gone, as 
ſoon as he pleaſes: I dearly ſalute 
© M. le B. de R. and his family, 
and your good friends, I pray 
God that he would be all things 
© to them. Let us ſay with one 
accord, Adveniat regnum tuum!' 
 * Thy Kingdom Come. The more 
this kingdom appears at a diſtance 
by the increaſe of wickedneſs a- 
< mongſt men, the more, I hope, 
the power of God, which is un- 
„„ 1 limited, 
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© limited, will put a ſtop to the 
torrent of iniquity : And out of 
this general corruption draw a 
* choſen people whom he will conſe- 
crate to himſelf. O let his will be 
always done! *Tis all we can de- 
« fixe. Our friends here love yor: 
more than I can csprels.* 


is; 
*s 


a 


* 


LET 1 . 


$ I R, 


F I had not been ill, I ſhoult 
have done myſelf the honour 
sto have writ to you before. I 
am ſomething better, though 1 
« ſtill keep my bed. 1 write to you 
now, to make you an offer of my 


6 « dear maſter's houſe where I dwel! - 
_ G6 5 9 * Thoug!: 
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. 
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Though he himſelf be poor, you 
will want nothing that is neceſſary. 
Make ule of it therefore, Sir, as 
your patrimony, ſince all that 
belongs to lim, belongs likewiſe 
to his children. | ſhall procure 
to myſelf rcal ſolace and pleaſure, 
to partake with you, what he 
gives us in his poverty. You 
will ſee nothing in his houſe that 
is ſplendid, but ſimplicity, 
weaknets and infancy. Now as 
| am verily perſuaded, that in 
imitating the wiſe men, you will 
not be ollended at his poverty, 1 
thereſore invite you to come and 
dwell in his houſe. 

V received your kind letter, 
which gave me great pleaſure and 
Latif ion, abſ- irvings by it the 


diſpolition of your "foul, in the 
0 miĩdſt 
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© midſt of the greateſt aſflictions. 
O Sir, he who loves the crols, 
certainly taſtes and loves God: 
Remember who it was that ſaid 
to Peter, thou ſavoureſt not the 
things that be of God,“ because 
© he lov'd not the croſs. 


LIE Tr. 


* F Muſt open my heart a little to 
a j you, as to my dear child. I 
have nothing more to deſire upon 
© earth but to be united to my 
principle. I am altogether un- 
« profitable, I could ſay, but with- 
out compariſon, theie words of 
the prophet, ** Lord! who hath 

— Ws believed 


” Ya. lat. 1, 
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© believed our report. None. I 
Nam their byword. But 1 com- 
* fort myſelf with the words of 
another prophet: + © If my peo- 
© ple periſh for want of having the 
* truth declared to them, thou 
* thait per iſh for my people: But 
if thou haſt declared the truth to 


e oy 1 eee 


* ioui thall be faved.” 


1 © Thus ſaith the Lord God, 


6: Wo to the Women that ſow pil- 
* lows to all arm-holes,” flattering 

them in their ſins! Happy are 
< thoſe of whom God requires no 
* accourt of any ſoul, having not 

charged them with any. 

* It the labours of Jcius Chriſt a- 
e 


1 Fzck, iti, 28. | 1 } Exck. xm 18. 
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Failed ſo little with the Jews, 

© who would be afflicted to be alike 

«© ſerv'd ? My people have been de- 

© ceived, becauſe there are thoſe 

* who are tones of ſtumbling in 
* the houſc of Iſracl. 

My fever ſtill continues, but 
my pains are ceas'd, and I am a 
good deal better, but very weak, 
and have no appetite. However, 
„all is good and excellent in God's 
© will. Daubt not of my friend- 
« ſhip, my dear child, you are near 
my heart. 1716.“ 


rn 


Labour now, almoſt without 
intermiſſion, under intolerable 
* Pains, *Tis impoſſible, without 

; C 2 


—— : a at 2 


La 
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a miracle, that I ſhould continue 


long under them. My dear 
maſter is maſter, and, divine 
Juſtice, my mattreſs, exerts her 
rights. I was forced laſt niglit 
to call upon her ſiſter Mercy, ſlie 
is more eaſily intreated. Truly 
1 had like to have proved diſo- 
bedient to my dear miſtreſs. 


But I will love her ſeverities, 
though nature does not at all 


like them. I remember when 1 


was young, I compoſed a little 


ſong which begins thus; 


O Juſtice of my divine Maſter, 


Which feed'ſt * with ſeve- 


rities, 


Love by thee makes us _ 
What we owe to the ſovereign 


Bein 8 


Let 


„ 


3 
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* Let us by ſuffering honour him, 
Since he deſpiſes pleaſant things. 
I was not above nineteen years old 
when I made that ſong; ſo that 
* yOu ſee, God called me early into 
the ſervice of my divine miſtreſs. 
I became her flave, and ſhe has 
never ſpar'd me fince. Pray to 


God that I be not unfaithful to 
*: halls - 49 145" 


Li x 1 * ts 


o' I ſhould be very glad 
I to ſee you, if it were the 
will of God, yet of myſelf I can 


* delire nothing. + *Tis ſaid of St. 
Faul, his letters are weighty 


and powerful, but his bodily pre- 


* ſence is weak, ard his ſpeech 


con- 
＋ 1 Cor. X. 10. 5 
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contemptible. I find nothing ir; 
me that deſerves the leaſt eſteem. 
The inſtrument cannot aſcribe the 


Work to itſelf, which the work- | 
man does by means of it. God 


makes uſe of the moſt coutempti- 
© ble inſtruments to do luis work. 
It becomes ſuch a workman us he 


* to work upon nothing, and by 


nothing. What do I ſay? He 


en- ploys only nothing to do what 


© he does: I am nothing, yea lels 
than nothing. 


1 nexther know what * Works 


is left: He takes and he 3 1 


let him doit. It be has a mind. 
Icon do every thing in him: If 
_ © he leaves me, I ain aa mpty no- 


by ting, a can vitagut water. 
Every one finds by this ca- l ace 


© corduig 


| | 
| 
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_ © cording to his faith, that nothing 
might be aſcribed to the creature. 
is a great while ſince he made 
© me become a child, whom he 
leads as he pleaſes, without reſiſt- 
© ance or thoughts on my part. I 
© ſhould be amazed to hear any 
* body ſay that he does good by 
me. If I were able to caſt my 
© thoughts upon, or to find this 
e ſelf, 1 ſhould abhor it more than 

the evil one. 
II hope if God permit you to 
* come and ſee me, that he will give 
me what is neceſſary for you. 
© Your foul is precious to me be- 
© fore the Lord, and *tis in his ſuf- 
I fering and adorable heart that 
vou will always and me preſent. 
« 1717. 
Ler- 
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= 


* 0% 


LE r r kk. 
My dear Drither, 


J Have Jad it a pretty white in 

my heart to wiite to you, to 
tell you, if God take me out of 
this world, and ſhould deprive 
vou of your preſent ſupports, | 
tzat you be not ſurpriſed at it; 
but ſecing your way before you, 
that you be faithful and couragi- 


cus, and fight the battics of the | 


I received your letter. The 


buſineſs row is not inward re— 
tirement ; that was very good in 
time pait. What you have now 


to do is to get clean out of your- 


ſelf, and to lean wholly upon 
God. You will never ſind true 
Ts « reſt. 
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reſt any where elſe. If you can 
© come, I ſhall receive you with 
© Joy, if I am living. 1717. 
Theſe, reader, are molt of the 
laſt words we have been able to 
collect, of this exccilent woman, 
who departed this life the gth of 
June 1717, in the 7oth year of her 
age; and now reſts, we believe, 
for ever in the boſom of the Lord, 
where ſhe ſo ſweetly repos'd du- 
ring the many ſtorms and tempeſts, 
and raging ſeas, with which ſhe 
was toſſed in her voyage to the 
port and haven of eternal bliſs. 


r 
a 


A Leiter of a Maid * * 
had ſerved M. Guion 
Twelve Years, and was 
kept On Years i in Pri- | 


lon: 
My dear Brother, 
Know not if ever I ſhall have 


the conſolation of fecing you: 
I with it were more for your ſake 


than my own, for I can receive no 


_ conſolation but from God only. I 
ſhould much defire it, if it were his 
e 


7 ze Life, Kc. 16 * 
will, that I might remove the 


heavy concern of your mind, be- 


cauſe I have kept myfelf reſerved 
towards you touching Madam 
Guion. I know the concern ſtill. 
remains upon you, but I am ſure 


if I had but an opportunity of 
ſpeaking freely with you, it would 
ſoon be removed, and you would 
be forced to acknowledge that I 
ought to have been ſo. I am ſen- 
| fible of the good diſpoſition of 
your heart, and know very well that 


you love me; and when we were 
about to part from one another, 
you were in great care and con- 
cern about my welfare, and 


_ troubled to ſee me forſake ſo many 


temporal advantages. 7 
I ſaw plainly that it was God 
who turned your heart in that man- 

| | ner, 
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ner, that he might place me where 
ne would have me be, and where 
he called me ſtrongly, yea, I can 
{ay vehemently. IIis love forced 
me away, and would have me {e- 
perated from every thing that tied 
me down to the earth. IJ: your 
houſe had been made up Gt pow 
ous tones, and I might have bee 
waited upon, and honoured hs | 
as a queen, yet I ſhould have for- 
ſook all to follow my God, who 
called me, not to plcaſures and 
gratifications, but gave me a ſtrong 
and lively impreliion of the Crois, 
and that impreiion had a much 
greater prevalence and power over 
my heart than all things of this 
world put together. Thus I went 
* on, tollowing my God, 
ho 
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ho ordered my temporal con- 
cerns. I ſaw no appearance of out- 
ward croſſes; but 'twas inwardly 
in my foul that I had a ſtrong im- 
preſſion that I muſt undergo heavy 
croſſes; for Which God gave me 
a very great love. And J prayed 
in myſcif that I might be . 
thereto. 

Now tell me, my dear brother, 
if I had diſcloſed my heart to you, 
what would you have ſaid ; what 
would you have done? You would 
have ſaid that I was a fool, and 
from a good intention have raiſed 
abundance of objections, and 
obitructed my greateſt good, 
my greateſt conſolation, my 
boundleſs joy, my ſweet repoſe, 
which is in all things to do the 
Will 
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will of God; and when through 
the croſs I do perform his will, I 
am divinely nouriſhed with a2 
nouriſhment that ſtrengthens me, 
that animates me, that encourages 


and enlivens me: But the fear of 


not doing his will, is to me more 
dreadful than hell. Had I been 
then ſo unfaithful as not to have 
followed the call of God, and diſ- 
cloſed to you the ſecrets of my 
ſoul, I ſhould have loſt my grace, 
and God would have given it to 
another. I think after ſuch un- 
faithfulneſs, I ſhould never have 
had any repoſe or quiet, which is 
no where to be found but in God 
—_ . 5 
But now I can open my heart 
to you freely; for 1 am in no fear 


of 
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of any body's putting an obſtacle 
in the way of my ſufferings. Since 
J write this from the priſon at 
Vincennes, where I have been this 
lat time almoſt four years, and 
know not if ever I ſhall be releaſed, 
or whether I ſhall ever have any 
other conſolation than to ſuffer. 

But caſually having got a piece of 
paper, with a bit of ſtick inſtead of 
A2 pen, and ſoot inflead of ink, I 


write this in the utmoſt hazard and 


Jeopardy, hopiug by God's per- 
miſhon, that it may one day be a 
means of comforting you iu my 
impriſonment, for you have an 
hundred times more trouble and 


cConcern about it than I have, who 


am made every day thankful to 
God for it, and eſteem it as a to- 
ken from him that he has not re- 
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jected wy 11ciihce, aud A very 


great favour done me. 
1 hope 110 time God Will Open 
che eyes of ſach upright perſons as 


out of zeil have perſecated us, be- 


C-v'e they want the licht of truth; 
talirood having blinded their 
;Þv:{2mcut by the malice and cun- 
1; Ing of the wicked; ; and that he 


will let them clearly diſcern the 
p:-cious ſtone amidſt the heap of 
Vie flaaders, which no ways hurt, 
but rather embellith, and give it a 
__ wonderful luttre in the fight of 
God: I mean Madam Guion; and 


I rave the honour to ſhare with 


her in her aftlictions and croſſes, 


and through the grace and good- 
nels of God, to know her experi- 
mentally, and thoroughly, having 
had the confort and ſatisfaction of 

living 
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living with her for the ſbace of 


twelve years: And by ſeeing her 
actions and behaviour, I have been 


quite perfumed with her virtues. 


From the time God niade me feel 


his love, nothing could ſatisfy me 


but he, and whereſorver I have 
diſcovered his traces and footileps, 
I have made haſte to follow him. 

A priſon only confines the 50:iy, 
but hinders not the union of jouls. 


I have long lince experienced that; 


for I am in tus priton quite alone, 
where 1 find mytelf more ſtrongly 
united to her in Cod than if I had 
been with her. *Tis the love of 
Jeſus Chriſt which unites ue, that 
is the band that tics us: *tis in 


him, and for his fak., that I love 
her, and that we love one another. 
By how much the more 1 love her, 


11 2 by 
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by ſo much the more 1 feel my 
heart enlarged to love her. 
Don't wouder at it, dear bro- 


ther, for without deſcending into 


particulars, I will only tell you, 
that the obtained for me the grace 
to love my God, whom I now 
love, whom 1 ſhall for ever love, 


and whom I continually love. Yes, 


ſhe obtained for me this grace to 


love, and God made uſe of her to 


imprint his love upon my hcart, 
and to draw me off from the love 
of myſelf, making me pals through 
the d-ath and denial of all my na- 
taral inclinations, and with great 
diligence watching over me with 


continual patience and pure love, 


the ſenſe of which will remain 1 with 

me for ever. 
80 do not wonder that I love 
her. 
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her, yea, I love her becauſe ſhe 
loves my God ; but with a boundleſs 


love, a real, eſſential, living and 
operative love: And this love has 


the power of uniting our hcarts in 
ſuch a manner as I am not able tc 
expreſs, but 2Dcicve it to be the 
beginning of the union which we 


ſhall have in heaven, where the 
love of God will uaite us all in 


him. 


See here a little ev:poration and 


diſcovery, whici: I have wade you 
of my heart: Heal now thc op- 


preſſion of yours, and be no eng- 


er grieved and concerned that i was 
ſo reſerved towards you; n never 
ſpoke to you of Madame Guion. 

EEE „ Ann 


L 1741 
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Another Letter of the ſame 
Maid to a Clergyman, 
"_ the like Suljcct. 


7 God be all Glory. 


can tlie ſentiments of my heart. 


I bear my croſs willingly, tho? 


"tis with pain. I had rather die 


than do the leaſt thing of mylelf to 


get from under it. That would 


be an executioner which would 
tear out of very hcart, Being 
8 3 


Y Reverend Father, 1 will 
open to you as brief as 1 


| 
5 
| 


| 
| 
| 
\ 
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8 religncd and given up it rircly to 
God, let him do with me what he 
pleaſes, I ſhall always adore his 
holy will, which 1 moſt tenderly 
love. I eſteem myſelt happy in 
being a priſoner for his ſake. 


Nature labours under ſuſfering, 


but let her chide and complain. I 
am in no ſear about any new croſs, 
for my heart is prepared for every 
thing they can make me ſuffer: I 
am enured and hardened to the 
_ croſs: I love it with a true love; 


becauſe it makes me nearer AC- 
quainted with Gd. 
It it be the will of God that 1 


never ſee my dear miſtreſs [M G.J 


again upon earth, I ſhall fee her in 


heaven, for the power of man 
reaches not there. However, as 


the 
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the union betwixt us is founded 


purely on the love of Cialt, 'tis 
in him, and for his fake, I love 
her, and am more cloſely united 
to her than if 1 was with her. 


When I pray, ihe is always with 


me: Should I withdraw myſelf 
from ner, I ſhould force mytelf 
from my dei Lord and Saviour. 
Our union ſhall never be broken, 
either upon earth or in heaven. 
Tis an union of the croſs upon 


_ earth, and an union of the poſſeſ- 
ſion of God in eternity. *Tis this 


hope which enlivens n. y foul. 


Sue has aided me 11 the * 
of myſelf ard my natural inclina- 
tions. And God made uſe of her 


to anprivt himſelf in my heurt. and 


to ſtrongly too, that I am not able 


to 


_ a.,4 » LY 4 S- 5 
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to expreſs it, but feel it moſt inti- 


mately. Yea, ſhe imprinted rhe 
love of Chriſt ſo ſtrongly in me, 


that it ſeems really as if it was en- 


graven upon my heart in very 


deep and never-fading characters. 


Therefore 1 hope God will uphoid 


me by the ſtrength of his love, 
which has united our hearts. The 
more I love God, the more clotcly 
I find myſelf bound to her: Who 


then ſhall ſeparate us? It ſhall 


neither be perſecutions, nor pri- 


ſons, nor the force of men or de- 


vils. Nothing ſhall ever ſeparate 
us from the love of Chriſt Jeſue. 
"Tis in his ſweet and lovely heart 1 
find her always. O heart of Jeſus, 
thou art my life and ſweet repoſe ! 
lift up both my heart and hands 


unto | 
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uato tice, and i turn thee thanks, 
for uniting me to an hcart which 


loves thee ſo tendaly and fo purely, 


that nine is all pertumed with it; 


and 'tis this perfume ct love 


which makes my heart glad in 
my captivity. = 


Nature ſuffers grievouſly, but 
ct I would not be without ſuffe- 


* 
ning, and in the very bottom of 
my foal, I fe:l a ſceret fear of lo- 


ſling. or being driven from my Be- 
lared Cris. *Tis the very darling 


cf my heut: I have eſpouſed 


it with an incone;vable force and 


ar dar, aud would be faithful to 
it as long as L live. I have wholly 
conſecrated and given myſelf up to 


God, body, ſoul, and ſpirit, en- 


tirely, and without reſerve. 1 am 


his, 
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his, let him do with me what he 
will: I am ſubmiſſive to every 
thing. I feel no deſire, no will in 
me, but to ſay in all and througu 

all, Tur IIorr WILL BE poxE, 


O love of my heart! In fine, I feel 

a continued Fiat in me, though 

under much pain of bod. 
That which plunges me into 


God by the Croſs, is my ſtrongeſt 
_ propenſity, to which I find myſelf 
powerfully drawn. O Croſs which 
makeſt happy through pain and 
ſuffering, and which enliveneſt the 


ſoul, how bitter and yet how ſweet 


thou art! O how ſtrong is thy 


love when one is given up to thee ! 


My deſire is to expire in thy arms: 
Thou wilt infallibly reſtore me into 
the bolom of "wy" God, where 1 


pant 
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pant continually to be, and where 
I repoſe myſelf on earth; and 1 


hope and believe ſtrongly, that I 


hall repoſe myſelf there in hea- 


ven. | 


MaDan 


| 


5 Liſten to my notes, 


eee e. 20 ee — 


Nan Gorox "I ng com- 
poſed, during her long cap- 


tivity, many hymns, or little ſongs, 
upon ali ſorts of ſpiritual ſubjects, 
we thought proper to inſert here 
one or two of them, which ſhow 


with what temper and diſpoſition 


of mind ſhe bore ſo hard an impii- 


ſonment for ten years together. 


Tart Fiksr HyMN. 
= % 


Great God for thy pleaſure 
I am put into a cage, 


I 
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For that's all I deiire : 85 
I love my conſinement 
Great God for thy pleaſure. 


oy 


1 ſing all the day long 
Lord, for thy pleaſure 
My extreme affliction 
Augments my love: 
Having no other affair 
I ſing all the day long. 


III. 


Thou underſtandeſt, Lord l 
This amorous language, 


Unknown to the worldly wiſe, 


Reliſh'd by the chaſte heart; 
Love has its notes, 


Thou underſtandeſt them, Lord! 
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I live in freedom 
Though in confinement : 


* PRE Love ſets free 


Both heart and will: 


In my little cage 
I hve in freedom. 


8 
O will divine 
Which I adore and love! 


The more extreme my pain, 
The more freedom 1 have, 
All good is in tlice 


O will divine 


„„ 
Of thy little bird 
Accept, I pray thee, 

; <0 The 


» x John iv, 18. 
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The warbling murmurs, 
More ift tha na fine; 
Aud be the nouriſn mint 
Ot thy little bird. 


VII. 
he priſoner of my God 
nds immenſity every where: 
A pcculiar eaſineſs 


Makes lier free in very place. 


She abounds in plenty, 
The priſoner of my God. 


VIII. 


Surrounded with enemics 
Whom intrigues perplex 
hoy contented is my ſoul: 
How ſubmiſſive is my heart! b 
inceſlntly I fing 
Surrounded with enemies. 


' 
1 


Mi. 


* 
1 
ad 
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„ IX. 


1 bcloJd my enemies 


Fatig Zuing themed ves; 


Some are out of breath, 
Others quite ſtunn'd; 


T, with a tranquil mind 


| BSehvid wy enemies. 


Hyxx II. 


= 


Charming ſolitude, 
Dungeon, lovely tower, 

Where unmoleſted 
I ſpend all the day 
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Is there any torment too ſevere 
For my conſtant love! 


II. 


Afflictions are my delights, 
Pains are my pleaſures; 
The moſt dreadful torments 
The upſhot of my wiſhes: 
And all my exerciſe 
Love and deep fghs. 


I. 


1 fear no torment 

Though without any ſupport, 
Being very ſure 

This evil is my good: 

The Sovereign Beauty 
Calls for ſovereign love. 


IV. 1 
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IV. 


i ſuffer, and my ſuffering 
Makes all my happineſs : 
By his ſweet preſence 
God enriches my heart: 

He is my paticnce, 
My ſtrength and my comfort. 
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